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~~~ Upon commencing at 10:00 a.m. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 
MR. LAMEK: Thank you, sir. 


SUSAN NELLES, Resumed 


EXAMINATION BY MR. LAMEK: (Continued) 
beetle hana oe cee St 3G 
On Miss Nelles, at the end of 


the day yesterday we were discussing the death of 
Baby Gosselin you will remember. Before I go on 
to other children who died on the ward, I would like 
to go back if I may to a couple of other matters- 
which we mentioned yesterday. 

First with respect to constant and 
shared care assignments you told me that, ass 
guess we had already heard from prior witnesses, 

when a nurse who was on such an assignment 

was relieved for a break it was by another registered 
nurse. 

A. Usually, yes. 

Ow Well, I had undestood you 
to say yesterday for a break it was always by an 
RN - on the night shift? 

A.. Not necessariiy. 2... would be 
ideal that an RN should relieve an RN for constant 
care but if for some reason there wasn't enough 


staprinasn the floor, in other words, the team 
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leader was busy for instance and she was the only 


other RN on the floor. 


oe Yes. 

A. Then there may be a necessity 
for an RNA. 

QO. Okay. Do you recall any 


occasion that night in the period about which we 
are talking where you had a constant or shared care 
nursing assignment and you were relieved for a 
break by someone other than an RN? 

A. In the time that we have 


talked about so far? 


(OF yes’ 

A. I don't remember, no. 

Q. Okay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: L Se SOEZY pot 


have to know what that means. Does that mean that 
you don't remember whether or not or does it mean 


you don't remember an occasion? 


THE WITNESS: I don't remember an 
eccasion-. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's fine, 
thank you. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. But you were unable 


to recall yesterday who it was who had relieved you 
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On a couple of occasions that we did look. 

A. L don’t. cvemeber at ali, no. 

Oy Are you able to tell me on 
the occasions when you were providing constant or 
shared care nursing who usually relieved? 

A. I really don't think there 
was a set pattern. 

Q. Okay. We talked yesterday too 
about Antonio Adamo, you will remember he died 
October 19th in the afternoon about 5:45 in the 
afternoon and we agreed yesterday you were not on 
duty at the time of that death? 

A. That .s.2ignt. 

Os I asked you whether you recalled 
any discussion of surprise or puzzlement about the 
child's death and I think you told me that no you 
did not. 

A. Thats suraghts 

OQ: Do you have any recollection 
of Phyllis Trayner ever expressing to you, or in your 


hearing to anyone else, any concern about Adamo's 


death? 
a. 1..oon'terece] that sno. 
Q. Or indeed anybody from 4A/B? 
A. No; d,.dope £.. 


A 


© 
igés pakendl al 
 omebA sade A=SSHG0 yits 2818 30g 
ae 
sé Maeiie- 5 lines 


¢4 \a beat \otyne 6. 8 


“ll 


* 


Fra 
feats ‘vin 


f! 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles 
TORONTO. ONTARIO . 


=<G (Lamek ) 


ex. 8129 


Q. Okay. We talked too about 


what I call the preparation of arrest drugs against 


the possibility of an arrest occurring and you said 
you recall that having been done once, perhaps 
twice. 

A. Right. 

© You couldn't recall the 
children? 

A. Rights 

Q% Do you recall whether on the 


occasion or occasions that you do recall you were 


working a day or a night shift? 

A. The occasion that I specifically, 
or that I remember something to the effect of drugs 
being prepared beforehand was at night. 

ey i“wesorry, Wasrar -— 

A. Was at night. 

Q. Thank you. And on that 


occasion, albeit you cannot remember the child in 
question, it was Mrs. Trayner that you saw do that 
you said. 


A. I recall her saying that she 


was going to prepare some of the emergency drugs 
and I recall seeing her bring a tray in, yes. 


Q. And thereafter that shift 
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did a patient in fact arrest and die? 

re I don't think so but again 
I can't be sure. 

oF All wight. Anda take) Le: 
you have no recollection as to the interval of time 
that elapsed between her preparing the drugs and 
the arrest if one cide meee 

A. Nos In sorry, I done. 

Q> Now, we had a question yesterday, 
Miss Nelles, when we looked at the Philip Turner 
chart, in particular the medication sheet, and I 
said I would take a look at the original which is 
rather more legible and perhaps we can look at it 
together. I can't direct you to a page reference 
there, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I ‘mo sorry7? which 
chart are we on? 

MR. LAMEK: Philip Turner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: This was the 
medication chart? 

MR. LAMEK: The medication sheet 
in the Philip Turner chart, yes, sir. 

You will remember, Miss Nelles, 


that we were puzzled because against the digoxin 


order there appeared to be four times for 
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administration? 
vs That 'stright- 
GO; In fact, when we look at the 


legible original it appears does it not that on 
the medication sheet the initial digoxin order on 
the left hand page as we are looking at it written 
on, what is that, the 27th of July? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was for .005 milligrams of 
digoxin IV twice per day? 

A. Riont.. 

Q. And that I take it was an 
administration that nurses were not permitted to 
make? 

A. Theat 'sinights 

Os And then there are times 
listed in the time column, 0300, and the next line 
has the word 'checked' and then 1500 and below that 
'checked'. Now, can you help us please as to why 
there is a line for 'checked' on the medication 
sheet? 

A. I'm not exactly sure why that 
is written there, I can only surmise that perhaps 
they meant either that because it was being given 


intravenously that you would sign your name although 
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1 
2 
it would be given by the physician. So, in other 
3 words, it would be checked or that before you 
4 actually administer the medication perhaps in each 
5 instance you were to check with the physician before 
6 giving Tt: 
7 Gs Well, let's go back. You 
‘ wouldn't be giving it, would you, and by you I mean 
the nurses? If it was an IV administration you 
; couldn't administer that? 
10 A. Right, but you would draw it 
il up and have it ready. 
12 Q. Okay. 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: We went through 
14 this way back when I remember because I think the 
later system did have two lines where two nurses 
‘ had to sign in for these administrations. 
_ THE WITNESS: We always had to do 
i 1% oe 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: You always had 
19 to do it but you didn't always have to sign the 
20 two names? 
a1 THE WITNESS: Right. 
THE COMMISSIONER: But I think 
7 afterwards, perhaps after this period. But you 
. say the word is checked, is it? 
24 


25 


- meta acl i bev. i = CW 
tab ye soy 3 ate Biv 


J = dese cton ots. aesu! 
— 

od narbieyin lg wid Rytw kogdia cd 
ee ; . ’ 7 - 

in | res 


ocy .Suéd of c’sai , cisw 


' 


c 
;. a 2 ox (Sen we bs @ .9P wri 


aeg aeigess ‘aimbe Vi re eae 2 ; 2 
! j a 
| )* aye 2 .= 
A 
Jk rél 7 4 A 
ier | 
| 
{ \ ' . 
a] 7 
mi) See Teme) 2 iit Sat 7A| 
Sor @ dpe 21 evan 5 Sa : 
[ a 
STtse cS OES ee ‘ --) 7 
' ’ 
1 > 
[é 3 aT j ee 
re 
a 
* @RIVO Paar 7 
a ; 
2vewlign 2’ ab) wo i : 
Case bit 
i 
Ts Scent 2} 17 


of 
72205 ee Ihe. Gr 
<< r ; 
alte, elle 2423% agenasq .abvewis>: . 


$i. al \hbedcens aaa Pmow ects 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles, ex. 8133 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Lamek) 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
MR. LAMEK: Yes), shite 
THE COMMISSIONER: There is 


certainly no 'ed', and I'm looking at page 140 on 
Mine, that may not be the same. 

MR. LAMEK: Lif you look*® back’ on 
the previous page, sir, you are quite right on page 
140 the word is 'checked' but on page, I assume it 
is the preceding page in yours as it is here, the 
word is ‘checked'. But it appears does it not 
that certainly for the order written on the 27th 
of July the administrations were to be IV at 


3 o'clock in the morning, 3 o'clock inviherarcernoon. 


THE WITNESS: That's right. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. And each dose was 
to be checked? 

A. Right. 

ee All right. And then when we 


go to the next page there is an order written on 
July 28 and the route of administration has now 

been changed, the same dose has now been given by 
mouth twice a day. Once again the times appear to 
be the same, 0300 and 1500 and each is to be checked. 
It appears that on the 28th, at least in the 


afternoon of that day, the 3 o'clock dose was given 
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and signed off anda separate signature appears 
against the check. 

A. Right. 

O.. And then in the afternoon 
on the 29th digoxin was apparently held, as it was 
for both doses on the 30th, and then it appears 
does it not that on the 3lst the times were changed 


to the usual times of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 


A. Riga. 

0; And it was you who signed for 
the 9:00 p.m. administration? 

A. Right. 

©. But there does not appear to 
be any requirement at that stage, or any compliance 
for any requirement for a signature of checking? 

A. No. 

6 And indeed as we have under- 


stood it at that stage oral administrations of 
digoxin, although the dose was checked, did not 
have to be signed by two nurses? 

A. ‘Riche, 

ee Okay. Well, we may not greatly 
have resolved the mystery but we have briefly 
clarified the writing on the page. 


ae Right. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
A 
2 
Q. Now, can we go back then to 
3 the chronological march through the deaths, 
4 Miss Nelles? We saw reference in the communications 
5 book yesterday to nurses stating a preference for 
6 time off, Christmas or New Year. 
7 A. Yes. 
: ax And I take it that was the 
normal order of things, you would see whether you 
4 wanted to take the Christmas break or the ey Year 
10 b 
11 A. Yes, you usually ehercuier 
1Z rirse 
13 0. All right e? Was <enata 
14 seniori 5 tem? 
ve I think that is primarily how 
15 
it worked, yes 
10 Q. Okay. In 1980 as I understand 
17 it you chose to take time off during Christmas? 
18 A. Right. 
19 Q. And you were away from the 
20 ward I believe and from the Hospital presumably 
from the morning of December 18th when you came oft 
a the long night shift until the evening of Saturday, 
+ December 27 when you came on duty. Do I have that 
= correctly? 
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A. To my recollection, yes. 
Q. All right. “Well7Sin* fact; 


= 


i refer to the WIN sheets which is where 


my information comes from if you do want to check 


A. I'm sure you're right. 
In fact, there are two sheets 


for the week December 15 to December 21 and the 


second in my collection of the WIN sheets is crossed 
but. The first one seems to be the applicable one. 

A. Right. 

Q. It appears does it not for the 
week of December 15 to 21 you worked the long nights 
of Decemk nd 18? 

A. That's correct: 

oy, I'm sorry, you went off then 


the morning of the 19th not the 18th, you were 
quite right to check. 


A. Yes. 


ay You were not scheduled for 


work again that week and in the following week, 


the week of December 22nd, you took two statutory 


holidays? 
a. That's Tiger. 
3p On the Tuesday and Wednesday 


and a floating holiday on the Thursday? 


x: Right. 
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1 
Bey ce 2| Q. You were not scheduled to work 
3 on the Friday and you came into work Saturday 
4 evening for the long night shift? 
; A. ThateLs. Siar. 
| oF As events turned out for you 
6} subsequently, that was a very happy choice of time 
7 f for you, was it not, because you were away from 
8 the Hospital when Stephanie Lombardo died in the 
9 early hours of December 23rd, were you not? 
10 | A. Yes, I was. 
1| Q. And when Jesse Belanger died 
"| in the evening of December 28 about 8 o'clock you 
ses had just come on long night duty I believe? 
13| oe That ie rient. 
14| Q. Did the day team stay to take 
15| care of Jesse Belanger in the final stages of that 
16 || arrest? 
17 A. That is my recollection, yes. 
| Qin Where were you on December 
18 | 
| 22 and December 23? 
fs ‘I was at home in Belleville. 
20 Q. Were you in Toronto at all 
21 on either of those days? 
22 A. No, I was not. 
93 Q. Belanger, we know from the 
24 
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1 
2 chart, had been transferred into the ward from 
3 Ward 7G on the afternoon of December 28th and there- 
4 fore had not been on 4A the previous night when you 
5 had worked. Is that right? 
A. Right. 
6 { 
Q. Do you have any recollection 
7| ae 
of the Lombardo child? 
8 
No, Dvdomnce. 
9 Q. And Belanger so far as I can 
10 see, you had no contact with at any time? 
11 A. I may have assisted with the 
12 arrest because it had occurred at change of shift 
and we may have helped to some extent indirectly, 
13 
but I don't recall 
14 : 
Che Other than that you cannot 
15 recall any contact you ever had with either of the 
16 children? 
17 A. Thatsis-2ignhe 
18 Os I take it therefore, Miss 
Nelles, that it is your evidence that if digoxin 
19 
was administered to either of those patients, or 
20 F , 
found in the body of either of those patients, you 
zi had nothing to do with its being there? 
22 A. That.is right. 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: Did you ever have 
24 
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1 
any Glrricuity, Miss Nelles, confusing digoxin with 
3 Ly ing 2 
4 THE WITNESS: No, sir. 
5 MR. LAMEK: Q. During the period of 
6 your vacation, the 19th to the 27th, were you in the 
oSspital at all, Miss Nelles? 
; No, I was not. 
‘ Q. Now we have heard that the 
9 wards were combined over the Christmas period. 
10 There was a smaller population of patients anda 
1 smaller complement of nurses on duty. What is 
12 our rec stion as to when the wards separated 
= again and went back to their normal operation? 
A I cannot remember exactly 
i wnen it was. I don't recall that the wards were 
- separated before I left. 
16 Q Sorry, you mean merged before 
17 you left - you left before Christmas. 
18 Sorry, merged, yes. I don't 
19 recall that they were joined before the 19th. I 
certainly recall that on the nights of the 27th and 
- the 28th that I worked that they were joined at that 
21 ; 
time. 
22 Q. Yes. 
be A. But I can't recall exactly 
24 
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1 
9 when they separated again. 
3 Q. I take it it would be shortly 
e after the new year? 
f A. I would think so, yes. 
| Qs Certainly by the time Janice 
| Estrella died on January the llth, the wards were 
| back in their normal operation? 
8 A. Yes. 
9] Q. Two separate wards? 
e A. Yes. 
sd 93 She died a little after 3 
| o'clock in the morning of January the llth and you 
i" were not on duty at the time of her death? 
ie A. That is right. 
14 Q. You were not on duty at the 
15 time she got into difficulties during that night 
16 shift? 
a A. . No. 
Oe You had however worked the 
| long day shift of January 10th? 
19 A. - That is right. 
20 Q. During that day shift, had 
21 you had anything to do with Estrella? 
22 A. No, I had not. 
93 Q. We are now into a different 
24 
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assignment book. We are now looking at Exhibit 32A 
and at Tab 13. That is at page 39 of that tab. 
appears from the day shift assignments that 


Gloria Ganassin was providing constant care to 


E a1) Room 423. 

A. That is right. 

oF That as we know was a single 
room, just one child in the room. 

A. That -is *Fighe: 

Y. And you it seems were assigned 


in the morning to three children in Room 418. In 
the afternoon there was an added starter, you had 
four patients, did you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall seeing Janice 
Estrella at all during the day shift? 

A. I don't really remember. 

Q. Do you recall whether you had 
any impression either from your own observation or 
from conversation with Ganassin or anyone else, any 
impression as to the child's condition during the 
day shift? 

A. I think I would have been told 
that she had had an episode a couple of days 


previous to that and that she required - that was 
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the reason she was on constant care. 
Q. What is the episode you are 
referring t 
A. I believe on the 6th or the 
o£ January a code - I am not sure whether it was 
a Code 2 )x Code 25 - was called, and I remember 
peing informed that that occurred. 
Os We know that as of the 7th 
£ January that Baby Estrella was not supposed to 
seive y digoxin. Is that your understanding? 
A. I know that now, yes. 
D5 You did not know that at the 
time? 
A. I.don't thinks seouNo. 
Q. Were you aware at the time 


that on January the 7th she had been discovered to 
have a very high digoxin serum level? 

A. Again I am not sure whether 
I knew that then or not. 

Q. But you were aware that she 
had had an incident on the 6th or 7th and had been 


in rather severe difficulties at that time? 


Ne Yes. 


7th 


Q. And had since been on constant 


care? 
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A. That iswrignts: 
Q. Other than that, did you have 


any feel for or impression of her condition on 


January 10th? 


As No. 

Q. Had you ever cared for her 

yrevion occasions? 

A. Yes, I had. 

O< Can you recall how long 
before. We can look at the assignment book but - 
orior to the 7th? 

A. I believe it was. I never 


cared for her on constant care but I believe it was 
perhaps around the 5th or 6th of January. that I 
looked after her. 

Q. Certainly not in the last 
three or four days of her life? 

A. No. 

Q. That was my understanding. 


Had you had any contact with the parents of the 


child? 

A. Yes, I had. 

Q. Can you tell me how that had 
come about? 

A. Again I believe it was the 
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2th or 6th of January when I was looking after 


Janice 

Q. Yes. 

A. The father had come in both 
days and I believe at that time he told me that 
the mother herself was not well and he came in 


himself and helped to feed Janice. 
a - I would infer from that the 


father seemed to be very involved in the child and 


A. He was. Baby Estrella was a 
very difficult child to feed and the father did a 
very good job of being patient and continuing to 
try very hard with her. 
QO. You worked as I understand it 


= 


the long day shift again on January the 1lth? 


A. Right. 

Q. I believe that is so? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you came in for work that 


morning did you learn then that Janice Estrella had 


died during the night? 


Ae Yes. 
Q. Did that cause you any surprise? 
A. I don't remember that it did, 
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no. 


oF Because of what you understood 
her prior condition to have been in the previous 
episode and the constant care nursing and so on? 

A. I think those factors were 
involved, yes. 


0% That all suggested to you 


that the child was in a rather precarious condition? 


A. Yes, it did. 

uF Therefore you were not greatly 
surprised when you learned of her death on the morning 
of Januar the llth? 

A. I don't recall being surprised, 
no. 

0. I take it that in light of the 


events of and following March 27, 1981 you have done 
your utmost to remember anything you can about the 
Baby Estrella? 

A. Yes, I have. 

O. Have you now told me everything 
that you have been able to recall about that child? 

A. The only other thing that I 
really recall was on the day that I worked, the 10th 


of January. 


4P Yes. 
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2 A. I distinctly remember that I 
3 took my break that day with Gloria Ganassin and 
the reason I remember that is because Gloria and 

I did not work together very often and I just 

| remember that we were on the same lunch and coffee 
breaks and it was my recollection that Mary Cooney 


relievedGloria when we went to breaks. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Mary Cooney? 
THE WITNESS: Right. That is an 
incident when an RNA relieved an RN. 


MR. LAMEK: Q. Okay, that was during 


che day shift of course? 
A. Right. 
Q. Now, you had not worked on the 


9th of December, oh, the 9th of January I am sorry. 


d you had not worked on the 7th, and I am looking 


at the WIN sheets, so you should get the same 


information from there too. 
| You say the 7th and the 8th? 
@) The 7th you did not work? 


A. Right. 

Q. The 8th you worked the long 
day and the 9th you did not work. 

A. Right. 

Q. And then as we know you worked 
long days on the 10th and the llth. 

A. > Righty 

Q. Did you at any time after 
January the 7th, 1981 administer any drug at all 


to Janice Estrella? 


ive No, I did not. 
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1 
2 | Q. To your knowledge, to the best 
3| of your information, did anybody administer digoxin 
4| to that child in that period from January the 7th 
«| until the day of her death? 
i A. To the best of my knowledge, 
| no. 
a Q. Now the next child to die 
3| was Frank Fazio. He died at 4:45 in the morning of 
9 | February 4th, 1981.He and another child in Room 
10 418 and again to pick. up that Fall’ 
| pattern,he was your patient the night he died, was 
| he not? 
12| 
| A. Yes, he was. 
ma Q. Would you turn to the 
id assignment book for February the 3rd and you will 
15 see Mrs. Trayner was in charge as team leader with 
ia) no patient assignment. 
«| A. I am sorry, what page are you 
| on? 
18 | 
| Q. I am sorry, page 87 in the top 
Y corner, Tuesday, February the 3rd. 
20 | A. Right. 
a Q. The long night shift that 
99 started that night had Mrs. Trayner in charge with 
93 no patient assignments; yourself looking after two 
24 
25 
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TORONTO, ONTASIO (Lamek ) 
1 
2) patients only, Fazio and another in 418. Mrs. 
3 | Scott had four patients in 418. Mrs. Christie 
4| had four in 425, one in 423 and two in 426. You 
; had a relief nurse who was looking after five children 
“| in 421? 
°| a Right. 
i 9 Now again does the fact that 
8 you were assigned to two patients only in a room 
9| where there was six suggest, although there is no 
10 statement to this effect, suggest that that was a 
1 shared care situation? 
My recollection is that Baby 
Fazio had a lot of care, he required a lot of care, 
IS} and therefore he required a lot of nursing time. 
14) I don't remember if he was actually ordered shared 
15} care nursing. 
16 oF I take it the difference will 
17 be this, if he were ordered to have shared care 
| nursing you would need to be relieved in order to 
_ leave him would you not? 
P| A. - Right. 
20/ Q. If he merely required a lot 
21) of care, but were not on a shared care order, you 
22 could leave when in your judgment it was appropriate 
23 to do so without being relieved? 
24 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
1 
2 | A. I think so, I probably would 
3 | nave made sure there was someone in the room. 
4) Q. Do you have any recollection 
s| of Frank Fazio? 
| I remember the child, yes. 
| Q. What do you recall about him? 
7 By all means refer to the chart if it will help 
g| you 
| A. Again I recall that he was a 
10/ child that was with us for a fairly long time. 
A oF He had been up in the ICU 
had he not? 
ia) A. Yes. 
| uy And he came down from the ICU 
14) on February the 2nd, this appears from page 68 of 
15 the chart I think, it records he was transferred 
oe from the ICU at 11:45 in the morning? 
1 A Right. I am not sure if he 
| wasn't transferred from 7G originally as well, and 
‘| I believe that he had surgery at some time. 
19 ae Yes. 
20 x: But I remember him as a baby 
2h that had multiple problems, both cardiac problems 
23 and other problems related to the fact that his 
23 parents were first cousins. 
24 
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Q. Now you had cared for him as 


well the preceding night had you not, February 2 to 


Yes. 


Q. You had Fazio successive nights, 


the night that he died and the preceding night? 

A. Right. 

O< Could we look at your nursing 
note for the night of February 2 to 3, it begins 
at the bottom of page 69 of the chart. I am sorry, 
perhaps we should go back to page 68 for a moment 


and look at that note on his transfer from the ICU, 


where in the middle of the page it records: 
"...beginning about 1830, Frank began 
to take spells exhibited by tachycardia; 
respiration is elevated to about 70; 
very irregular and frequent apnea 
1-2 seconds and grunting. Contractions 
substernal and intercostal, worsened 
as well. Very upset during spells, 
body rigid and limbs extended." 

He doesn't sound like a particularly stable child 

does he at that stage? 

re No. 


Q. If you were observing those 
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Symptoms would they cause you concern? 


A. Very much so. 
Q. That is what was happening 


Shortly before you came on duty the evening of 
ebruary 2 to 3 was it not? 
A. Right. 


of Then can we look at your 


tM 
>. 
) 


nursing notes for the period from 7 o'clock on 
February 2nd in the evening to 7 o'clock in the 
morning. You record: 


"temp. 38 at change of shift." 


You had trouble getting this child's temperature 


stabilized, did you not? 
A. Yes. 
Q. The heating rod in the Isolette 


either heating it up too much or it cooled it down 
too fast and you took it out? 

A. Right. 

0. Over on the next page you 
record child is: 


tachycardiac on arrival on ward. 
Was frantic and refused to settle." 


His apex came down and was regular. You record he 


was: 
" J .very hungry at change of shift, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co LTO 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles, ex. e3i53 
(Lamek ) 


1] 
| 
2) “grunting loudly and trachial tugging 
! 
3] and substernal indrawing. Became much 
4| more stable after babe left to rest." 
.| He appeared to rest comfortably after 
| li o'clock at night. So he seemed to settle down 
. over the course of the first part of that night, did 
7 he not 
3 | A. Right. 
| Q. Then when we get to the day 
10. shift on the next day, page 71, what appears to be 
¥ this settling down trend appears to continue, does 
5 it not, from our reading of that note? 
" Right. 
13 Q. "...seemed much more stable 
14 | today a. s” 
15 | Had a couple of bouts of tachycardia on the monitor. 
16 | His heart rate was regular. Respiration much 
| 
17, improved today. Much more regular pattern later in 
| the [Pon and so on. So there appears from the 
= nursing note, does there not, and I hope I put this 
19 | clearly, Miss Nelles, to be a settling trend in 
ao this child. He had been rather anxious tooking when 
a1| he first came from the ICU, he was still very sick, 
al but he appeared to be settling down, did he not? 
93 A. According to the note he seemed 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & Co LTD 


fahate. ‘wich inn Nelles, ex. 8154 
(Lamek ) 


more Stable than he had been, yes. 

Q. Then we come to your note of 
the long night of February the 3rd on page 72, and 
until 3:30 in the morning is it fair to say that 
in terms of his behaviour, and respiration, and 


apical rate that settling trend seems to have 


continued and continued to improve? 

A. It seemed to be, yes. 

Q. Now this child was on total 
IV feeding was he not? 

A. Total parenteral nutrition, 
yes. 

i And I suppose that tells us 


something about his condition? 

A. They believed this child had 
necrotizing enterocolitis, yes. 

Q. He could not be fed by mouth, 
he could not even be fed with a tube and they were 
feeding him entirely parenterally? 

A. Right. 

Q. . But nonetheless it is fair 
I think,is it not that the child by the outward 
manifestations at least appeared to be a good deal 
petter on the night of February the 3rd than he had 


been certainly during the day of February the 2nd, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co LTD. Nelles 1 CX. 8155 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


during the night of February 2 to 3 the last time 
you had seen him, and indeed even during the day of 
February the 3rd, is that fair, from the outward 
manifestations of his condition? 
A. Yes. 
0. Do you have any recollection 
of the events of that night, February 3 to 4? 
A. Not really, no. 
Q. Your note records that at 
3:30 in the morning: 
".,.child became very upset and crying. 
Heart rate 160 at 3:30. Seemed to 
settle down a bit, then 15 minutes 
later monitor went off..." 
And when you listen his heart rate is down to 50 


and irregular, and you called for Dr. Tucker? 


A. Right. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO ; Nelles 8156 
ex. (Lamek) 


Q. You say the apex remained 


bradycardic and irregular ten minutes; approximately 


4:15 


interposed w 


ties? 


babe had periods of ventricular fibrillation 


bls 
r 


bradycardia. Is that vast irregulari- 


A. Rronts 


Q. So, this child had started 


to exhibit very serious and dramatic symptoms very 


swiftly, had he not? 

A. Well, I mean, it started at 
3230, 

Q. Yes. And he settled down a 
Bite 

A. And continued to exhibit 
them for up to 45 minutes. 

Q. All right. 

RY I'm sorry, 15 minutes. 

oP Yes. And a Code 25 is called 


and the child dies. 


A. Yes. 


Q. - In light of the progress that 


the child had made in the first part of the shift and 


the lack of symptoms of any distress in the first 


part 


of the shift and notwithstanding that you knew 


him to be sick, did the rapidity of his decline cause 
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you any surprise? 


A. No, Lerdid Nees 
Q. Why was that? 
A. Because this was a child whom 


I had known in the past and I knew that he was -- like, 
I could not separate his medical condition from the 
symptoms that he may have appeared to display; in 
other words, he was very unstable, he was seizuring 
and he, as I say, had this necrotizing enterocolitis 
and I felt that he was always in poor condition, 

oO. Okay, that's fair enough, 
Miss Nelles. I don't suggest for a moment that you 
can separate what you knew of his condition from his 
appearance. 

A. Right. 

Q. I recognize that. But it is 
fair, is it not, that he was not manifesting the 
causes of concern for the night of February 3/4 that 
he had on the night of February 2/3? 

pas Right, but it was only a 


night's difference. 


Q. Did you not read the pro- 
gression of the notes when you took over? 

A. I probably did, yes. 

Q. Did he not appear to you to 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE 2 co. LTD. 


TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles 8158 
ex. (Lamek) 


1| 
| 
“| be settling and stabilizing? 
3) A. He seemed better than he had 
4| the night before, yes. 
i 
5 Q. Yes. But you are telling me 
<| your experience of him the night before and your 
| knowledge of his condition, notwithstanding his 
| appearance on February 3/4, was enough to make you 
‘y say, look, I can't be surprised that that child 
9] declined as rapidly as he did? 
10 | A. Yes, I think that, although 
11/ he obviously displayed here a period of stability, 
tal he was not a stable child. 
| oF Okay. Fair enough. Could 
"| we look at page 158 of the chart, please, which is the 
14 | . , 
medications sheet and in particular the medications 
15) sheet for the night of his death. Am I right in 
16/ thinking that the medications are not signed off for 
17) the night of his death? 
ral A. That's right. 
| Q. That is to say the aldactazide, 
| gentamicin, ampicillin and digoxin do not appear to 
at have been signed oft. 
21 A. Right. 
22 Q. Can you tell us how that came 
23 about? 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO 
. LTO. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles 


ex. (Lamek) 


A. In charting at the end of 
the shift, again, I must have forgotten to sign the 


medications 


7 — 
fe 


oO 


Q. Are you satisfied that the 


medications were in fact given during the course of 


the shift? 
A. Yes pAL sam. 
Ox And in the doses prescribed? 
A. That's right. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you wouldn't 
have charted at the end of the shift, would you, 
because the child died, did he not, in the middle of 
the shift? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, you are right, I 
am sorry, it would have been close to the period after, 
or the short period after he died. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I don't want 
to lead you, but it would seem to me what probably 
happened was that the chart went off before you had 
a chance to complete it. This is what happened 


before. Maybe by this time you had caught onto that, 


I don't know, this is February. 
THE WITNESS: Right. 


THE COMMISSIONER: How long did you 


continue with that problem about the chart going? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 8160 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles 


ex. (Lamek) 


THE WITNESS: I certainly knew by 
this period of time that the chart would go "Wits 
Sometimes, as I say, there are a number of people 
around, physicians, who all have to write their notes 
and whatnot and sometimes the chart again does get 
taken away. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Well, I would take 
it, Miss Nelles, from the sequence of notes back in 
the progress note part of the chart, and in particular 


the fact that Dr. Mounstephen's arrest note precedes 


your final nursing note -- 
A. Right. 
c. -- that you wrote your final 


nursing note probably after the child had died? 

A. Yes. 

oe And that would be the time 
when normally you would also complete the medications 
sheet? 

A. Right. 

Q. But on this occasion perhaps 
because there were some other things going on or for 
some reason or other you forgot to do that? 

A. Right. 

G: How can you be sure that the 


medications were in fact administered? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


A. 


Nelles 8161 
ex. (Lamek) 


I suppose you can't be 


perfectly sure but considering I only had two children 


that night and that medications are part of my normal 


duties and especially considering that he was on more 


than one I would not forget to give him his medica- 


tions. 


0 


= © 


To your knowledge, did anyone 


other than yourself administer any medication at all 


to Frank Fazio the night that he died? 


A. 
Q. 


resuscitation effort on 


A. 

Q. 
eg 

A. 

Q. 
doing? 

A. 


cardiac compressions. 
©; 
who else was there? 


A. 


assignment. 


No, they did not. 

You were present at the 
the child? 

¥Yes,? lawas. 


Do you have a recollection of 


Vaguely, yes. 


Do you remember what you were 


I believe I was doing 


Do you have a recollection of 


Only probably because of the 


Okay. You don't have a picture 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles 8162 
ex. (Lamek) 


in your head of people in that room at the time of 
the arrest? 

A. Not really, no. 

Q. Now, you told me that in light 
of what you knew of this child and your earlier 


experience with him you were not surprised at his 


death. I take it however you were upset by his death? 
A. Very much so, 
O And although when the event 
occurred it did not surprise you, had you had any 
reason to think before 3:30 in the morning that he 


might not make it through the night? 

A. Now 7. aida*<; 

Os Now, you said yesterday, Miss 
Nelles, that it was early in 1981 that you first 
began to see patterns in the deaths that had occurred. 
We are now at the stage of February 1981. Was this 
about the time when you started to spot recurring 
themes in these deaths? 

A. I think it was still later. 


I think it was still March. 


Ds Into March? 
A. Yes. 
OQ. Okay. Now, the next child to 


adie is not on our chart, that is Bruce Floryn and he 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles 816 3 
ex. (Lamek) 


died at six o'clock, 6:20 in the morning of February 
7th. You were on duty that day as team leader. You 


had no patient assignments as I recall it. Do you 


have a recollection of that child? 
A. Yes; “rag. 
ne And of the arrest? 
A. Yes’, “i *“a6¢ 
Gs Can you tell us what you 


recall of Bruce Floryn? 

A. I recall that he was again 
an older boy that was with us, had been admitted to 
the floor on numerous occasions. 

Q. Yes. 

Ped And I recall that he was 
actually considered at one point for a heart transplant 
and there was discussion of him actually going to 
somewhere in California, Los Angeles, to have a heart 
transplant. I recall that they did not feel he was a 
candidate and he returned to The Hospital for Sick 
Children. 

THE COMMISSIONER: "They" being 
the people in California, is that right? 

THE WITNESS: California, yes. 

And he returned to the Hospital, and I remember him 


being on 4B on his last admission and that he was a 
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8164 


very ill boy and that I believe he was one of the 
children that was ordered a no Code. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Your recollection 
is quite right. Therefore, there was no resuscitation 


attempt when Bruce Floryn arrested? 


A. Right. 

Q. And I take it that his death 
waS a surprise to nobody? 

A. No. 

Q. But upsetting nevertheless? 

Ais Right. 

Os But not a matter of surprise? 

A. Right. 

Gs Can we move then to the death 


of Jennifer Thomas. She died at 3:38 in the morning 
of February 12th in Room 418. Now, on that long night 
shift, you were working, Mrs. Trayner was in charge 
and had a patient in 423, you had five patients in 

421 and one in 426, Mrs. Scott had a couple of patient 


in 418, one in 425 and Mrs. Christie was relieving 


elsewhere in the Hospital. 


A. Right. 

O. But Jennifer Thomas was not 
your patient? 

A. Right. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO 


TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles 8165 
ex. (Lamek) 


| 
ao s Q. Do you have a recollection 
3| of that child? 
4| A. No, 2f cone. 
5| Q. You don't recall that you 
«| treated her at all before the night of her death? 
| A. I don*t recall that F aid) se. 
‘| Q. Do you have any recollection 
| of the night of her death? 
9| x. No, It don't. 
10) Oe You don't remember seeing her 
11] that night? 
rl A. Wo, I don‘; 
| Os Or learning anything of her 
"| condition or anything of that sort? 
14} A. No, i donc. 
15 Q. Well then, there is not much 
16 | point in spending much more time on that then. 
a Then we come to the beginning of 
al that terrible spate of deaths in March of 1981. It 
| started with the death of a child who is not on our 
q chart, and that was Baby Leith you will remember who 
a died at 10:30 in the morning of March 6th. You were 
“an not on duty as I understand at the time the child 
22 died? 
23 A. Right. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles 8166 
ex. (Lamek) 


1 
| 
Dit | Q. Do you have any recollection 
3) of it? 
a| A. Again, I believe I do. 
5| is Can you help us please to the 
«| extent you can? 
A. I believe he was a child that 
7 was very ill and if I am not confusing him with some- 
i 
8 one else, I believe he was -- the physicians advised 
9 that he should have surgery. 
10/ Qs Should have what? 
11] AY Should have surgery. 
ial Q. Yes. 
As And that the mother felt he 
"y should not and that his prognosis was poor. 
=f Oe His prognosis is poor. Indeed, 
15) as I understand it, he did have the surgery and had a 
16| coarctation repair early in February? 
17 A. Right. 
18 | QO. But his prognosis was poor and 
indeed do you recall this: was another child on whom 
‘i there was a ‘do not resuscitate’ order? 
A. As I say, I am not sure if 
es I am confusing it with someone else. 
Ze QO. Okay. 
23 A. But that is what I sort of 
24 


25 


—WhOZ fetes mals nore Son 4 
j ; she : 0 ; | a 
| ee ive ee ihe eB 
| re “Xe 
<4 paw 4 i2 


vaapius ovat & 


eH +188 2Sctom ond Op 


100K}. BBW ataoe . 


r we, 


cig 4 
a: brs thcesengi ‘oven B: 


ensue aul is 


~nashiagt ~.sGoq 22 ae 


ae Tend asi eo ale “ane othe yy ale 
ori oo bLida satrene “eaw | baiipasr’ 
| PMebxe ‘count siunet Fone 
2a dain ah alt ye Tes am). 

.s8L8 Sisaucd asiw dL 

- sao PP at) 

to 2800 1 salw wt dade ted ~~ GA 

t 


——— a nnn 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles 8167 
ex. (Lamek) 


1} 
D12 2) remember of that name, yes. 

3] O¢ All rightentiGet'stgs on 

4| then to Colleen Warner because she died the very 

5 next day, 3:45 in the morning of March 7th in Room 

6 4i8. Again, this was a patient who was being cared 

| for by Sui Scott hut you were acting as team leader 
"| that shift, do you recall? 

ell 

| A. I don*t recall, no. 

9 Q. Okay. Let's look at the 

10 assignment book. I am looking for the long night 

11| shift that started on the evening of March 6, page 

12 | 149 I believe. It records that Miss Nelles was in 

val charge with no patient assignments, Mrs. Trayner was 
| looking after three children in 418, Mrs. Scott had 

m one child in 418, three in 425 and one in 426, and 

15) Mrs. Christie had three in 421 and was being shared 

16 | with 4B and she also had a couple of children in 

17| B3it's 

ie Now, Mrs. Trayner was working but 

gi you were the team leader. Can you tell me how that 

came about? 
20 ; ’ ; 
ie I think it was around this 

time that Mrs. Radojewski decided that the back-up 

22 team leaders were not getting enough experience of 

23 actually team leading, so it was decided that we would 

24 
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try to alternate more frequently, in other words, that 
I would be team leader more frequently than I had 
been. Normally I would only team lead when Mrs. 


Trayner was away or when she was sick. 
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Q. But notwithstanding her 
presence you as a result of that decision by 
Mrs. Radojewski occasionally took the team leader's 
role, did you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This was one of those nights? 

A. Yes. 

rs Can we digress for a moment 
please? told Mr. Sopinka yesterday that a team 
leader vacancy was filled in March of 1981. 

A. I believe it was March 20th, 


the team leader that was in question here, that 
was her last night. 

on And as I understood you, and 
tell me if I characterize this wrongly, you were 
hurt, not that you did not get the appointment as 
team leader but that Mrs. Radojewski had not spoken 
to you about it before announcing that someone else 
was getting that job. Is that fair? 

A. That is right. 

oS Because you had understood 
from Mrs. Radojewski since the fall that you were 
going to become a team leader when a vacancy arose. 


A. When the next vacancy arose, 


yes. 
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Q. And you thought you would be 


considered for that next vacancy? 


ma Right. 

Q. And it arose in March of 1981? 
A Right. 

Q. And through the early part of 


certainly March as we are seeing now you were 


getting some team leader experience even with 


Mrs. Trayner present? 

A. Yes. 

6S You were being given the 
opportunity to become experienced at that role? 

A. Yes. 

QO: You say you were hurt or you 


agreed with me that that was your feeling, you were 
hurt when Mrs. Radojewski did not speak to you 
about the new appointment that was available. Were 
you angry? 

A. I don't think I was angry as 
much as disappointed or puzzled as to why she had 
not spoken to me. 

Q. When did the appointment of 
Nurse MacIntosh as the new team leader become 
official? 


A. I am not sure. I remember that 
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1| 
| 
2 
| I had wanted to speak to Liz about it but I was on 
af nights and it is not exactly easy to talk to the 
| 
4) head nurse when you are on nights because you don't 
| really -- 
| 
6| Q. Because she is not there. 
_| A. That is right. 
j 
0. When was that that you wanted 
@ | 
0} 
} to speak to her? 
9| | 
| A. In March some time. 
10) Q. Towards the latter part of 
11] March? 
} 
12| A. I would think so because 
‘s again I was away for a week and then when I came 
atl 
back I was on nights. I just had not really had 
14| 
| the opportunity to speak with her. 
15 
0; Had it not been generally 
| 
- known on the ward since some time in late January 
17 or February that Nurse MacIntosh was going to get 
18 that team leader spot? 
19 A. I did not know about it, no. 
Q% ‘You had not heard anything 
20 
abouteit? 
21 
A. No, 
22 Q. Do I understand from that 
= that you first learned that she was going to become 
24 
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the new team leader around the third week in March? 
A. It may have been a little 
bit before that because as I say I went away for 
a week. 
Q. And subsequently you did not 
have much opportunity to tell Mrs. Radojewski that 


you were hurt and upset about that. 


A. Right. 

Q: Did you express your feelings 
to anybody on the floor? 

A. I believe I told a couple of 


people that I was disappointed, yes. 

Q. How did you get along with 
Mrs. Radojewski? 

A. I think we got along all right. 

ae Did you find her an easy 
person to work for? 

A. I think that my main opinion 
of Mrs. Radojewski was that she was very concerned 
with the running of the floor and the organization 
and that sometimes she was not as supportive or did 
not take as much of an interest in her staff as I 
thought she might have. 

Q. As I say, that is a bit of a 


detour from the Colleen Warner case. Can we go 
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back to Colleen Warner? Do you have a recollection 


of the child? 


A. No, i don't; 

Q. Or of the night of her death? 
A. Noy I don't. 

Q. As I recall it this was the 


second occasion when you had been team leader with 


Mrs. Trayner present and an arrest occurred. Is 


that right? There was Brian Gage, you remember, 
and now Colleen Warner. 

A. Yes. 

Q. You told me with respect to 


the Brian Gage arrest that, as I understood you, 
Mrs. Trayner did not really let you assume and 


assert control over that situation? 


A. Yes. 

a. She rather stepped in and 
took over? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have any recollection 


of what happened in the case of Colleen Warner when 


she arrested? 


A. No, I don't. 
©, And what was your observation 


of Mrs. Trayner's demeanor or manner at 
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2| 
i resuscitation efforts? 
| A. She usually took the role of 
“| drawing up medication. 
5| 0. Yes. 
6| A. And I don't really have any 
7| other impression. 
3| Q. Was she very clearly in charge 
| of the activity? 
*| A. In terms of the other RNs 
10 
i perhaps. 
11 Q. I take it it was her role 
12 to be in charge? 
13| A. Yes, it was. 
al Q. Did you find anything 
15 difficult to deal with or offensive about the 
manner in which she conducted herself? 
° A. Not by this point. I think 
af that I expressed that before. 
18 | Q. That had been your earlier 
19 impression but it had changed by this time? 
20 A. I think it got better, yes. 
91 Q. Her manner improved? 
A. Yes. 
22 
Q. Was that following the 
2 conversation that the two of you had? 
24 
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(Lamek) 
A. Right. 
Q. When you talked together in 


the fall of 1980 about the problem that you were 
having, did you at that stage also discuss arrest 


and resuscitation efforts and her demeanor there? 
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2E/DP/ak 


I don't remember specifically. 

remember say discussing her role as team 
ader ar le as her backup. 

In rather more general terms 
lg on specifics. 

Yes. As I say it may have 

arisen that -aking control became apparent at 

the arre:s Ltuation but I don't specifically recall. 
| [THE COMMISSIONER: Was it not her 


obligé ike control at least until a 


i f 1d? 
12) HE WITNESS: Yes, but she did it 
in suck that she really did not listen to 

. what oth »ple were saying, what the other RNs 
°| MR. LAMEK: Q. So the same kind 
16 | of thing that troubled you about the Sawanr situation, 
Ai for ex 
13 | A. Right. 
19 | oF We move on to Jordan Hines. He 
| died on Ward 4B at 6 o'clock in the morning on 

| March 8. You were working long nights on Ward 4A 
21 

| that night? 
ad A. Yes. 
23 | or Do you have a recollection of 
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No, I don't remember the 


Do you have any feel or any 
information about his condition 
he died? 


I don't really remember, no, 


os When the arrest was called 


to Ward 4B to assist? 


A. Right. 


@) 


Did Mrs. Trayner also go? 
A. Yes, she did. 
Q. Working on Ward 4B that night, 


either from the WIN sheets or from 


book, the night of March 7, Tab 14 -- 


A. Can I have the page number, 

iF I'm sorry. 

A. I can't see the dates on here. 
Q. i1t-is page 11s: 

A. Thank you. 

Q. 119 under Tab 14, and it 


ears on 4B that night, the night of March 7th to 


h Miss Halpenny was in charge, had a patient in 
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437, doing medications in 431; Susan Reaper was 

there with three patients; Miss Frise was there 

with fou) tients and there was a relief nurse who 

was also l ng after patients. Mrs. Scott was 


sll, was she not? 
Yes. 


Miss Halpenny was in charge of 


she wa tht? 
Yes. 

oe We have heard some evidence 
here, Mis lles, about an incident involving a 
pacemaker at the Hines arrest. Do you have any 
recollection of that incident? 

A. ¥Yeasyak dou 

se Can you tell us your recollection 
of Lie 

A. I remember that the surgical 
resident, I believe the cardiovascular surgical 
resident | > to that arrest and he wanted a 
pacemaker to try and stimulate Baby Hines and that 


this was very unusual and I don't recall it happening 
at an arrest previously. There was some discussion 
as to what he wanted and we did not know what kind 

of pacemaker he wanted. 


QO. Discussion between who as to 
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i -recalllitispeecificaity 
being b Phyllis and myself. 


Yes. Did either of you ask 


A. No, because I think we sort 
in the arrest. 
oF Okay. 


But I don't recall whether 


1 fy | 
it wa 2r someone else who went out to get 
- the pa nd when they brought it back, it may 
have bee t was not the right one, so again 
there cussion as to where to get it and 
| what exac rhe surgeon was asking for. 
S || 
\ 
| QO. And again a discussion between 
15 || 
\| : woe 
| you and Mrs. Trayner? 
16 | 
| Ass I think so, yes. 


Was anyone else involved in 


the discuss 


5 | | } ry 1 
f 4 \ j 
; i. 
t 
-~ 


19 || A. I don't remember specifically 
al but it seems to me there was more than just the two 
on | of us 

On Now, you have referred to it 
“) as a discussion. We have heard it described 
- differently here of course. Some have said it was 
24 
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a disagreement. When you say discussion, were 
voices raised? Was there any disagreement between 

A. I don't remember it as a 
disagreement. [ remember it as a discussion, as I 
Say, and voices may have been raised to the extent 
that it was something that was needed quickly and 


we did not want to waste time looking for it but 
we really did not really know what we were looking 
ron. 
And neither of you asked the 
surgical resident what exactly he wanted? 
No, because he was busy. 
If voices were raised are you 
telling me, Miss Nelles, that it was more as a 
result of the frustration of not knowing what was 
wanted than because there was any anger or impatience 
on the part of the two of you? 
That is the way I saw it, yes. 
Ch; Do you have any recollection 
of Dr. Costigan being at the arrest? 
A. Again I don't remember it 
specifically related to whether he was at Baby Hines 


arrest. 


Q. Do you have any recollection 
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TORONTO. ONTAR (Lamek) 
of eithe jan or any other doctor while that 
discussion ; going on lifting his head from what 
he was doing and saying something like "Ladies, please 
eep it ' Or something of that sort? 


i don"t ‘recall that,’no. 


Do you recall any supervisors 


speaking 1 after that arrest about the 
discussion that yo u had had during the course of 
the treat f the baby? 

No; <2 den Ye: 

Did you have any other 
recollec Baby Hines or of the night that he 


-l4 = ie | 
died: 


No, I don*t. 
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2| 
3E /DP/ak | 0. The next night again Baby Gionas 


| died in Room 418 at 1:45 in the morning, March 9. 


You were a j as team leader again although 
5 | Mrs. Trayner was on duty and indeed she was assigned 


to care for Baby Gionas that night. Will you look 


ex URS 
= K 
a 

{ 

j 


| at page 153 under Tab 13 of the assignment book 

there and an fix the nursing assignments for 
jht. You were in charge, had no patients 
| assigned; Mrs. Trayner had four children in Room 418, 
she had all the children in that room; Mrs.‘ Scott 
11| had eight children spread over four rooms and 
12'| Mrs. Christi jas relieving on the 7th floor. 


Do you have any recollection of 


or 
&, 


Baby 
14) 
A. Again I vaguely remember the 
15 | 
| child. 
oy om What can you tell us about 
17| her? 
18 || A‘ I remember that she was a 
19 | child who had been quite ill and had spent a long 
“at time in the Intensive.Care Unit. 
a | Q. Yes. Had you cared for her 
21 
while she was on the ward? 
4 22 A. I am not sure if I had 
a actually looked after her myself. 
a x 
J 25 
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1 
i} 
coe Q. I do not see a note by you 


| in the preceding few days anyway. 


A. Right. 


5 || Q. So you would not have any 


BI 6| current information about her as a result of having 


Al cared for her yourself? 
| A. Right. 
3 | 
B) | IF But as team leader it's part 
j of your job to be aware of what problems were on the 
| 10) yard and if there were any particular sick children 
11] you would know about them? 


y Be A. Phat is rig. 
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| re ke ae o1s4 
| 
1 
eee 2 DB: Do you have any particular | 
3 recollection of being concerned about Barbara Gionas 
4 On the night that she died? 
5 A. I think that she was a child 
: that needed special attention and was probably 
noted on the daily report sheet indicating -- 
| y ee On the tour end report? 
8 as Right, as being a child that 
9 needed attention. 
10| Os Do you have a particular recollec 
| 11 tion of the events of the shift? 
¥ A. Not really, no. 
12 
Q. When the arrest was called I 
* take it you as team leader would certainly be there. 
? if A. Yes. 
| 15 Qo, And would stay throughout. 
| 16 A. Yes. 
a7 Q, Do you have a recollection of 
| 18 being there? 
A. Not really, no. 
| 19 
Ds And therefore you couldn't tell 
| Fe me what role, if any, you played in the arrest, what 
*% role if any Mrs. Trayner played in the arrest, you 
22 have no recollection. 
23 As No recollection, right. 7 
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ex. (Lamek) 


seemed tO normally take the role of doing cardiac 
compressions at arrests. 

Q. Now as far as medications are 
concerned, the medication sheet is at page 184 of the 
chart. You are not recorded as administering any 
medication to the child that night; as one would expec 
Mrs. Trayner was in charge of the child. 

ne Right. 

Q'. Did you administer any medication 


of any kind to that child the night that she died? 


A. No; I did net. 

Q. And to your knowledge did anyone 
administer anything to her other than Mrs. Trayner, 
and then other than the doses of the drugs prescribed? 

A. No. 

Q: You have no knowledge of any 
such thing? 

A. No. 

Q. Now when Baby Gionas died, Miss 


Nelles, that was the fourth death on the ward in four 
days, do you remember that? What was your reaction to 
that? 

a: I remember thinking that we 
are into a very bad time again. 


QO. Were you terribly concerned about 
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1 
2 four deaths in four days? 
3 A. I'm sure I was, yes. 
4 Q. Was there a discussion among the 
5 nurses to which you were a party as to; gosh, this 
, 1S even worse than the last time there was a cluster. 
A. Right. I believe there were 
‘ sOnversations like that, yes. 
$ Q, How did you explain to yourself 
9 four deaths in four days? 
10 A. I don't really recall other than 
11 that it was devastating. 
2 Q. Was it about this time that you 
Started to observe that there were some features 
" that kept recurring in these deaths? 
% A. Yes. 
15 Q. Was it about this time that you 
16 made the observation that many of these deaths seemed 
17 to be occurring in the small hours of the morning? 
18 A. Yes. 
is Did that come as a surprised 
- observation to you, or a surprising observation to you 
an A, t.don't thinksait didrreally, in 
- that I didn't have a lot of - I didn't know whether it 
22 was normal for cardiac babies when they did die, 
23 whether there was a time that they seemed to die more 
24 
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i 
y often 
3 ‘oe But now that you had observed 
rn that so many of them did die in the middle of the nigh 
5 did you ask any questions about it? 
P A. I seem to recall talking about 
it but I don't recall ever getting any answer. 

; Q. Do you recall to whom you talked? 
8 A. I. recall-talkimg, tO,44. think to 
9 Dr. Costigan or perhaps Dr. Schaffer, that. think 
10 it was sort of in that we were sort of saying, making 
11 the observation that it had, just saying that in fact 
a a lot of these babies had died in the morning. 

ae Did they seem to think it was 
“= unusual, or remarkable in any way that the children 
e were dying in the middle of the night? 
15 A. They didn't say anything, no. 
16 O. And of course you made the 
17 connection I take it that so many of these children 
18 who died on the ward died in the presence of your 

nursing team. 

19 

A. Yes. 
=i Oe You had been aware of that I take 
ws it from rather earlier than March. 
22 ie Yes. 
23 Q. But now in March, once again, you 
24 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles 8188 
ex. (Lamek) 


nursing team was on duty when these deaths were 
occurring; how did you explain that to yourself? 
A. I ‘couldn t.e@%plaein te. 
Q. Did you at this stage observe 
that so many of these children seemed to follow the 
same pattern of dying. That is to say, from an 


appearance, and I put it no higher than that, from an 


be resuscitated. Do you remember drawing that as a 
set of common features? 

A. No. The only Heer oagdin I noted 
was that we were not able to resuscitate them. 


QO. How did you explain that to your- 


ce I couldn't except that I - it 
was upsetting because we didn't seem to get anywhere. 

ee All that tremendous effort and 
never any success. 

A. That’ s«righti 

QO. Did you ever speak to Kathy 
Coulson about the deaths on the ward? 

A. I think that as a supervisor and 


a nurse working under her, yes. 


Q. Was she supportive? 
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A. Yes, she was. 

Q. Did she share your concern? 

A. Yes. 

©)... Did Miss Coulson ever tell you 


that some time in the early part of 1981 she had 
reached the point where she could not continue to 


believe that the deaths were sheer coincidence, or 


A. She never said that. 

Q. And that she was sure there was 
something happening but she couldn't put her finger on 
what; did she ever say anything like that to you? 

A. No, she did not. 

O. Did anybody ever say anything 
like that to you? 

A. No. 

Ds Was that a feeling that you ever, 
prior to March 22nd, had yourself? 

A. No. 

Oo: You continued throughout to put 
the whole thing down to the most terrible coincidence, 
the most awful string of bad luck with your team? 

A. Yes. Except to the extent that 
the condition of the children seemed to be, in some 


cases they were very ill, but we seemed to be having 
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a large number of very ill children. 

Q. They were the same children that 
were being treated by other teams on other shifts? 

ie Right. 

Q. And therefore if they happened 
to die on your shift, as so many of them did, that 
was just very bad luck. 


A. TOahs) Ga ie Tear ND Py 


Q. You say so many of the children 
seemed to be very sick. Were there other children 
who died where you were less sure that they were so 
Sick as to make their deaths unsurprising? 

A. The only one I can really say 
that about was Pacsai. 

Ow We will be coming to him ina 
moment, indeed we come to him almost next. Because 
on the long night shift of March llth to 12th there 
were two problems on Ward 4B you will remember, a 
baby whom we hear called Manojlovich died in Room 
438 at 3:35 in the morning, and Pacsai got into 
serious trouble in Room 431 and was transferred to 


the ICU and subsequently died there. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder, Mr. Lamek 


MR. LAMEK: Is this time for the break? 
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ex. (Lamek) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Is this a good 


MR. LAMEK: It is certainly convenient. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right we will 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 
o. Now Miss Nelles we decided, or I 
think we were agreed that on the night of the two 


problems, March llth to 12th, on 4B you were relieving 


that ward that night, were you not? 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. And indeed if we look at the 4B 


assignment book, which is Tab 14 in that book you 

have there, on page 127, that is the long night shift 
at the bottom right hand corner for Wednesday, March 
llth, and it shows Miss Halpenny in charge of the ward 
with three patients, two in 414 and one in 433. Miss 
Harwood Jones had a patient in 438 and one in 439, 

and responsible for doing medications in another room. 
Susan Reaper with two children in 411 and three in 
410. Mrs. Lyons with three in 431 and two in 433. 


And yourself relieving with four patients in 437, 


Pacsai in 431 and doing all the medications in Room 
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1 

2 431, that is so, isn't it? 

3 A. Right. 

4 QO. Let's deal with the Manojlovich 
5| baby first. Did you have any contact with that child 
ol elther on the night that she died,that is up to the 

| time of her arrest, or at any prior time? 

| A. I had never looked after her 

s myself but I had been made aware of her. 

9 Q. You had been made aware of what? 
10 A. I had been made aware of the 

11 child. 

12 Q. And what was your understanding a 

to her condition? 
13) 
A Again she was a child that had spent 

a a long time in the intensive care unit, and she was 

15 finally transferred up to the ward and was ina 

16 single room, I believe under isolation and still 

17 required a lot of attention. 

18 | Q. She was in Room 438, and I aie 
19 it therefore she was being cared for by Miss Harwood- 

Jones that night. 
20 
A. That's right. 

21 Q. Did you see the baby on the night 
22 that she died, prior to the arrest? 
23 An No, J¢ aidan’ c. 
24 
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1 
2 : . 
Q. Prior to the time of her arrest, 
3 did you see anybody from 4A over on the 4B side? 
4 A. I believe that Phyllis came over 
5| to see me in Room 431. 
6| Q. On One Occasion, or On more than 
one casi1on? 
7 
| A. I don't really remember. 
| 
8 
Qs What was the purpose for her comi 
g | t O 21° 
| 
10) A. I just think she came to see how 
11] is aKing out. 
| 
12 O. How long did she stay? 
3 A. I don't recall, not very long 
1 
I would think. 
14 ; 
Qn Did you see her or anyone else 
tS from 4A on the ward at any other time that night, 
16 prior to the arrest of Michelle Manojlovich? 
17 A. I..don. ti wecals,. ne. 
18 Qe Have you any idea when Phyllis 
19 Trayner came over to see you? 
A. I don't remember what time it 
20 
was. 
- Q. In the early part of the shift, 
= that is prior to the arrest of Michelle Manojlovich, 
23 where did you spend most of your time? 
24 
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1 
2 
A. In Room 437. 
3 Q. Where you had four patients? 
4 A. Right. 
5 Q. How much of your time did you 
“| Sspendwith Baby Pacsai? 
| A. For the first part of the shift 
‘ {i would say perhaps about 45 minutes. 
: Q. In the aggregate? 
9| A. Yes. I changed - he had one 
10| type of I.V. started up and I changed it to another 
11| type, and I gave out the medications because I was 
12 responsible for all the medications in that room. 
Os Yes. 
13 
A. I gave those out, and I believe 
is I fed Pacsai, and I think that would have taken as 
7 I say about 45 minutes to an hour, and then the rest 
16 of the time until midnight I was in the other room. 
17 or Now that 45 minutes to an hour 
18 that you think you spent with Pacsai in the early part 
19 of the shift, was that one continuing period of 45 
minutes to an hour, or was that broken up over dif- 
zs ferent visits to the room? 
s A. It was broken up. 
22 Q. So we are looking at that amount 
23 of time in the aggregate spent with Pacsai. 
24 
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S95 


A. Right. 

Q. When the Manojlovich arrest was 
called, did you go to assist? 

As Yes, Lidia 

Os And you did assist in the arrest? 

A. Yes, L.did: 

OF What did you do? 

A. I did cardiac compressions. 

Cr. Who else was there assisting 
with the resuscitation effort? 

A. I remember Mary Jean Halpenny, 


Susan Reaper, 
Oy 


the resuscitation 


lot of the time, 
were asking for. 
Q. 
A. 


Q. 


Debbie Harwood-Jones and Phyllis. 


And were they all participating i 
effort? 
Yes, they were. 
What was Mrs. Trayner doing? 


She was standing at the door a 


and was going to get things that peopl 


Was she there throughout the arres 
No, she was not. 


Can you tell me approximately how 


long she was there? 


A. 


Q. 


I don't really know. 


Was she actually in the room at an 
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A. I think so, yes, but my recall is 
that she was standing at the doorway. 
a And the others that you have 


mentioned, that is to say, Halpenny, Harwood-Jones 


and Reaper, were they actively involved assisting in 
I arrest? 

A. I, think soy. ves. 

o. Drawing up drugs, passing drugs, 


recording and that sort of thing? 


A. Right. 
+7 I take it that Miss Halpenny as 
the team leader, the acting team leader that night, was 


in charge of the arrest. 

x: It doesn't really work that way. 
Yes, I suppose ultimately as team leader she was in 
charge. 

J. Okay, you tell me how it works. 

A. I would say she would be in charg 
of the nursing and helping, along with the supervisor, 
to see that the nurses were being helpful, but I mean 
I think of,at an arrest situation,that the arrest 
team are the people who are in charge. 


OG; You are quite right, I meant in 


charge of the nursing component of the resuscitation 
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| 
é effort. 
3 Ne Right. 
4 Q. And she was performing that 
5 role? 
y A. I think so,yes. 
Q. Did she appear to be experienced 
4 in running resuscitation efforts? 
$ A. I don't believe that Mary Jean 
9 had been team leader for a very long period of time 
10 that night, like before that night. 
11 (a And indeed was she normally a 
12 member of Bertha Bell's team? 
: A. I believe so, yes. 
oe And at this time Mrs. Bell was 
4 Still the regular team leader of that team, was she 
15 not? 
16 A. Yes, I think so. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
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1 
Bab isc 2| Q. Just didn't happen to be on 

3| duty this particular night? 

4 A. Right. 

s| G. All right. When you saw 
| Mrs. Trayner at that arrest you say she was in the 

4 door and going to get things and so on. You say 

7 she didn't stay throughout the arrest but you can't 

8| tell me just how long she did stay. Was she there 

9| at the beginning of the arrest or at the end or 

a some period in the middle or what? 

- A. I believe we all came when the 
| rrest was called and, as I say, my recollection is 

sal >f her standing at the door and being asked to go 

1S] and get things. 

14 ee Okay. Now, is it your 

ie recollection that at some point she left? 

16 || A. I believe so, yes, because 

17 | she was, as I say, my recollection is of her going 
| to get things. 


“| Q. But I mean left and didn't 

| come back, did she do that at some point? 

= A. I think so, yes. 

21| Q. Okay. Do you remember any 

Ze other arrest where Mrs. Trayner performed that 

23 role, standing at the door and going to get things? 
24 

25 
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1 

2 | 

A. i cen!’ recall, no. 

3 rn ‘ Do you remember any occasion 
4 when she did not participate actively in the room 

5 | as part of a resuscitation effort? 

6 A. No, I don't remember. 

| 0. You have told us not only 

p, yesterday but again -- 

5 THE COMMISSIONER: We have to find out 
9 about that too. You don't remember what? 
10 THE WITNESS: I don't remember doing 
11 that, having that role at an arrest. 
12 THE COMMISSIONER: Does that mean 
Fe, that you remember as having a different role, is 

: that right? 
14 || 

| THE WITNESS: That's right. 
IS MR. LAMEK: Q. And my next question 
16) was whether you ever remembered her doing anything 
17| other than actively participating in the room and 
18 | you said no, that was what you remembered her 
19 doing on other occasions? 

is ‘ XO8, FiLgee, 
20 
3 You told us something yesterday 

. and you told the Commissioner something further 
* this morning about your observation of Mrs. Trayner's 
23 manner and demeanour at other arrests. Were you 
24 
25 
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(Lamek ) 


aware that Bertha Bell had on one occasion complained 
to Mrs. Radojewski that Mrs. Trayner took charge of 


arrests on 4B even in Mrs. Bell's presence? 


A. No, .iadiduit.« 

6. You were not aware of that? 

A. No. 

Q. All wight. etakeslte.Mrea-Bell 


was an experienced nurse in your view? 


A. Yes, she was. 

O% And an experienced team leader? 
A. Yes, she was. 

0; So far as you knew was she 


much more experienced than Nurse Halpenny? 


Ae She had more experience as a 


Q. All right. Baby Manojlovich 
died, as we know. What did you do following the 
termination of the resuscitation effort? 

A. I went back to Room 431 to 
look after Kevin Pacsai. 

Q. All right. And what did you 
find when you got there? 

A. I found that he had changed. 

Q. All right. Refer to the chart 


if you need to by all means, Miss Nelles, but can 
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1| 
| 
2 you tell me, how had Baby Pacsai been in the first 
3| part of the shift prior to your going off to the 
ai arrest in Manojlovich's room? 
‘ A. He had been stable. 
4 QO. He had been stable? 
6 
| A. Yes. 
7| Q. All right. The nursing note 
8] for that shift is found at page 65 of the chart. 
| You record apex ranging from 151 when upset, 
10 down to 87 when asleep had a slow/fast irregularity 
3 nree occasions, tolerated his feeding well and 
rank eagerly, respirations 32/37, very shallow 
= at times and to be frothing at the mouth a couple 
- ir chest sounds clear, good air entry and he 
i4 was pink in room air. 
15) Your impression of him, notwithstanding 
‘ef rhat there was some manifestations of up and downness 
17 if I can put it that way, was that he was stable? 
| A. Yes. 
18 
Ee You were not concerned about 
ae that child in the first part of the shift? 
20 A. No, I was not. 
21 we All right. And what did you 
22, find when you got back to his room? 
73 A. The first thing that I had trie 
24 | 
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fo do when I got back to the room was to feed him 


and I found that this time, unlike the two previous 


Foe) e 


occasions when I had fed him, he wasn't interested 


at all in the feed. 

QO. Yes. 

A. And he seemed very lethargic 
and almost limp in my arms. 

OT Yes, anything else about him? 

A. I believe it was at that time 
that I first noticed that his apex was irregular and 
‘hat his monitor was showing episodes of tachycardia 
alternating with periods of bradycardia; in other 


words, that he would have periods where his heart 


would be going extremely quickly and then periods 


where his heart would seem to be going very slowly. 


Os Was that not the same thing 

ough that you have recorded in the first part of 
the shift. You referred there to slow/fast irregularity 
on previous occasions? 

A. But that's different in terms 
of, that describes the actual rate of the heart for 
the minute; like, normally you record the heart rate 
and beats per minute. 

Cs Yes. 


+ And when you describe a 


24 | 
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Slow/fast irregularity it is describing that rate 
in a minute. So, in other words, rather than the 
beating being irregular that there may be sort of 
two or three beats and then a pause and then two 
beats and then one beat and then three beats. It's 
an irregular pattern over that course but what I 

am describing here is that -- 

OF I am sorry, I am losing you. 
You have just described for me which irregularities, 
the pre 3:45 or the post 3:45? 

A. Pre. 

0 You have just described what 
you mean by slow/fast irregularity in the early part 
of the shift? 

fs Right. 

Ge All right. As contrasted with 
what in the second part? 

A. Where he actually showed 
periods where for, say, a three minute period or 
whatever that his heart rate would be in the 70 to 
80 range and then in the next period it would be in 
the greater than 160 range. 

Q: I see. And the latter kind of 
irregularity was of more concern to you than the 


former kind? 
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(Lamek ) 
1 
d A. In light of the condition - 
3 in light of the other symptoms that he was exhibiting 
4 at that time. 
5 O. All right. You mentioned the 
A lethargy, what else was there? 
| A. As I said, the inability - 
d like, whereas before he couldn't wait to get to the 
8 bottle and was very hungry. 
9 Ore Yes. 
10 | A. And then this time just wasn't 
11 interested at all. 
ral . Q. So, we've got this irregularity 
is of the kind you are describing, the alternating 
bradycardia and tachycardia and we've also got this 
i lethargy and disinterest in feed? 
15 A. Right. 
16 or Anything else? You record 
17 his respirations as shallow but they have been very 
18 shallow at times in the early part of the shift. 
19 | Was that a change in any way? 
A. . That was what I noticed in 
z the beginning of the shift. I don't recall any 
= change in that after 3:45. 
22 Oo. Okay. You record his blood 
23 pressure decreased from 100 over pulse down to 76, 
24 
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1 
2 was that also a change in the child when you found 
3 him when you came back? 
4| A. Yes. 
OF How long were you away? 
3 oe I would say about an hour. 
| Oe Now, you told Mr. Sopinka 
7 yesterday of your efforts to persuade physicians 
8} that Kevin Pacsai was getting into difficulties and 
9 that you were concerned? 
10 A. Yes. 
i O And I don't intend to take you 
| through that again unless there is something that you 
@ Want to add to it. 
us A. lL don*t think so. 
14| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the only thing 
15 I would like to say about it is that from your note 
16 on page 65: 
17| "Dr. Costigan and paediatric medical 
| resident notified and examined baby. 
| Arrangements for transportation to ICU 
v made. Continued to monitor baby..." 
20 What more did you want than that. If 
21 they transferred the child to the ICU wouldn't that 
22 be sufficient for you? 
23 THE WITNESS: They did not make the 
24 
25 
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(Lamek ) 


arrangements to transfer the baby until approximately 
5:30 and what my concern was was that a physician 

who supposedly knew the most about - the paediatric 
fellow, paediatric cardiology fellow was the one - 
the paediatric and medical resident may or may not 
have any knowledge or any great knowledge of 
paediatric cardiology and Dr. Costigan is the chief 
resident at the Hospital and it was my concern that 
the person who knew the most or should know the most 
about this baby was the one who went home. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Or wasn't there 
at all to begin with. 

MR. LAMEK: I think the notes are 
shorthand and omits something does it not, Miss 
Nelles. Your note records that Costigan and the 
paediatric medical resident arranged for the transfer 
of the child to the 2¢u: 

A. Right. 

Q. But your note does not include 
the kind of thing you were talking to Mr. Sopinka 
about yesterday? 

A. That's right. 

O. Your earlier efforts to 
interest physicians in the condition of the child. 


A. Right. 
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(Lamek ) 
Oe One of them left the Hospital? 
A. That’ Ss. Figne. 
aE And it was, as I understood 


your evidence yesterday, you were frustrated at the 
lack of response before Costigan and the medical 


resident came to the room? 


A. THec, 3. LiLone. 

Or When they came things got 
moving? 

As Tia; 8 rignt. 

Oe Okay. But you have not 


referred in this note to the earlier events that 
you found frustrating and troublesome? 
A. Just the condition I just 


described, the condition of the infant. 


0. But not the visit by other 
physicians? 

A. No. 

or That is what you were telling 


Mr. Sopinka about yesterday, as I understood it. 

A. SIRS Sra eee. 

3 And that was in the context of 
his asking you about the remark that had been 
attributed to you that you were said to have been 


relieved when Pacsai died because maybe now the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Nelles, ex. 8208 
(Lamek ) 
1 
2 physicians would listen when the nurses told him the 
3 babies were in trouble? 
4 A. Yes. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: But I take it there 
‘ is nothing in your note here about calling upon the 
cardiac fellow? 

‘ THE WITNESS: Right. 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: That you remember, 
9 do you? 
10 THE WITNESS: I strictly remember it, 
11 yes. 
12 THE COMMISSIONER: Do you? 

MR. LAMEK: Q. At what stage should 
: you call on the cardiac fellow? 
= Aes I believe very early on after 
15 I went back to Kevin's room after the Manojlovich's 
16 arrest. 
17 G. After you returned to the 
18 room from the arrest and observed these symptoms? 
i As Right, I think I went back to 

the desk and said - I don't believe Dr. Costigan 

- was there at the time, it was Dr. Kantak and Dr. 
= Ning and I explained that I was worried about this 
= child. 
23 Q. Right. Now, if you turn back 
24 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 
1 
2 to page 63 of the chart. Perhaps we can cover it this 
3 way, Miss Nelles. Michelle Manojlovich was pronounced 
4 dead at 3:35 in the morning? 
A. Right. 
3 
ie And is it your recollection 
that you went from that room directly to 431 to 
7 Pacsai? 
8 Be I may have helped clean up 
9 and assist at the end of the arrest. 
10 O.. What's your best estimate as 
i to when you got back to Room 431? 
A. I would say around quarter to 
12 
4. 
13 Oy A quarter to 4. Now, if we 
14 look at page 63 of the Pacsai chart there is a note 
15 by Dr. Costigan which appears to be dated 0530 
16 hours and says: 
7 "Asked to see Kevin because of anxiety 
re episodes of bradycardia down to 
aa 50-60 alternating with rates of 150". 
19 
A. Right. 
20 Q. Do you recall Dr. Costigan 
21 coming to see the child before 5:30, as his note 
22 seems to suggest? 
23 A. No, sl. don? t. 
24 | 
25 
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Os And was it in the period between 


a quarter to 4 and 5:30 that you called on the cardiac 
fellow, Dr. Kantak and Dr. Ning? 

A. Right. 

CO. Okay. While we are on Dr. 
Costigan's note can we look at it for a moment. 

Dr. Costigan appears to have looked at a rhythm 
strip on the childs monitor? 

A. Right. 

Q. And he recorded his observations 
from that strip: 

"Slightly prolonged PR; sinus 

bradycardia; sinus or nodal tachycardia; 

intermittent. 2. £0 1 biock..” 

And then he arrives at a differential 
diagnosis, does he not: Sick sinus ? dig. toxic. 

Were you aware that those were the 
differential diagnoses that Dr. Costigan made when he 
looked at the child at 5:30 in the morning? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Os Was that from seeing his note 
or did he say something to that effect? 

A. I think I asked him what he 
thought was the matter with the child? 

Q. And he said? 

A. That he thought perhaps he was 


displaying symptoms of sick sinus syndrome or dig. 
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1 
H 
DP/PS 2 OF When you heard that, did you wondar 
3 how the child could be suffering from digoxin toxicity? 
4 A. NO; 1 620 Not, 
é C.. You administered digoxin to the 
6 child at 9:00 in the evening? 
Dis Yes, 1 oid. 
: 0. It is recorded on the medication 
: Sheet. I don’t need you £o turn to it now. It is on 
9 page 80. You administered the prescribed dose? 
10 A. fou. O10. 
11 a Did you give him any other digoxi 
12 that night, 
13 A. NO, 2 Gawd. foe. 
OQ. To your knowledge had anyone 
= else given him any digoxin that night? 
_ yee No, they had not. 
16 QO. Or any Other drug, tor that 
17 matter, from anyone else? 
18 A. No. 
19 i Did you tell Costigan ali that, 
20 you had given him the prescribed dose at 9:00? 
A. No. 
21 
0. How did you perceive the child 
= to be suffering from digoxin toxicity at 5:09 in the 
23 morning? 
24 
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1 

2 A. Because lots of our children 

3 could show signs of dig. toxicity because they have 

4 elevated digoxin levels. 

Ox And do they show signs of digoxin 
toxicity? 

A. Yes, they can. 

j Oo, Like heart blocks? 

8 A. Again I am not qualified - that 

9 is not one that I would think of readily but I am 

10 sure that is one of the symptoms of dig. toxicity. 

11 Q« Did you not understand that to be 
a relatively severe symptom of digoxin toxicity? 

: A. Y,.don*t think I Knew. Dr. 

" Costigan, that was his observation. 

14 G:. I just wondered what your informa 

15 tion was about the various symptoms of digoxin 

16 toxicity. Had you ever in the now 15 months that 

17 you worked in cardiology - more than 15 months, 16 

18 or 17 months that you worked in cardiology, seen a 
child suffering those symptoms as a result of 

=i normal therapeutic doses of digoxin? 

m0 A. I think that I had seen that 

21 children could display arrhythmias when they had 

22 increased levels of digoxin. 

23 Q. Did it occur to you to wonder how 

24 
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1 
y this child could have increased levels of digoxin? 
3 A. I am sure I wondered but he had 
4 been transferred from Hamilton and he had really just 
5 been digitalized a few days before. 
Ou Were you aware of any digoxin 
: levels of this@child2 
, A. I don't believe I was, no. 
8 0. We don't need to explore the 
9 thing. The fact of it is that you were not particularly 
10 surprised by the differential diagnoses that Dr. 
i1 Costigan produced at 5:39 in the morning. 
12 A. No, because he was questioning a 
couple of things. 
a Q. And you did not infer from that 
“a that that meant that the child was receiving an 
15 excessive dose of the drug. 
16 A. Not at all. 
a7 0, Dr. Costigan,at.least was, 
18 arranging to get the child taken fe the “LC*Unit: 
” A. Right. 
c. Which is where you thought he 
20 
should be. 
- A. Yes. 
22 Q. Who took the child to the Ic 
23 Unit? 
24 
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A. Dr. Costigan, myself and Phyllis 
Trayner. 

Q. The three of you went together 
with the baby? 

A. Yes. 

O« And did you, by you I mean you, 
Miss Nelles, leave him once you had delivered him 
there? 

A. I believe I stayed for a short ti 
to finish writing the notes and finishing the chartin 
that I needed to do. 

Q. Because the chart has to go with 
him, I take it}+to these Unit. | 

A. That is right. 

6 24 About how long did you stay in th 
Ic Unit after you had taken him there? 

A. I would say about 15 minutes. 

On Did you later learn that Baby 


Pacsai had died? 


A. Yes , PR*did: 

os. When did you learn that? 

A. When I came on shift that night. 

Gz What was your reaction to that 
news? 

A. I felt that he had been sick when 
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1 
a I had left him and I don't recall that, 
3 considering the symptoms that he was displaying at 
4 that time, I realized that he was a very ill child. 
5 Q. At that time being the time you 
. left. him.in the 2Ccu. 
A. Right. 

: oe Were you at all surprised that he 
8 had progressed to the stage of showing those symptoms 
9 in the ICU in light of your earlier impression of 
10 him the night before? 
11 A. The difference between him in 
12 the early evening and later on, yes. 
i aie Could you find any explanation to 

enable you to understand the very dramatic change in 
i his apparent condition? 
15 A. No, 1. could not. 
16 On Did you seek any explanation by 
17 asking anybody how that child could have gotten into 
18 such serious trouble after the impression that you ha 
19 had of him in the early part of the shift the night 

he died? 
20 

A. No, I think I was just concerned 

a about looking after him and getting him the care he 
2 needed. 
23 Qa. Yes, but I'm talking about the 
24 


24 
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next day when you learned that he had died. Did you 

say to anyone, how could he deteriorate to the point 

of death in light of what I thought in the earlier 

part of the shift? Was I that wrong? Did it occur 

to you that you had been dead wrong about his conditiagn 
in the early part of the shift? 

A. I don't remember thinking that 
way, no. 

Or If you did not conceive the 
possibility that you might have been dead wrong, you 
must have wondered what had happened. 

re I did wonder. 

Ge To cause that deterioration. Did 


you ask anybody? 


A. its Pale Smt s Be es “oy oe 
Q. Did you talk to Dr. Costigan at 
all following the death of Pacsai - not immediately 


following, obviously. 

A. No, I did not. I only worked one 
more night, that particular night. 

QO. And no explanation occurred to yo 
or as far as you knew to anyone else to explain that 
child's deterioration. 

A. No. 


ae You subsequently learned that Kevin 
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1 
2 Pacsai had a very high digoxin level at the time of 
3 his death. 
4 A. Yes. 
p Q. When did you learn that? 

As The following Wednesday night. 
: OQ. How and from whom did you learn i 
7 A. I heard it from Mrs. Radojewski. 
8 She phoned me at home in Belleville. 
9 Q. You were at home in Belleville 
10 at your parents’ home? 
rl A. Yes. 

OF And she called you? 
is A. Yes, she did. 
13 

o% What did she say? 
14 Ai She told me that there was going 
15 to be an inquest into the death of Kevin Pacsai and 
16 that he had had a very high digoxin level. 
17 Qi Did she tell you the actual level? 
18 Ae I cannot remember. Ithink she 

must have. 

19 

Gs Do you recall what the number was 
i that she told you then? 
21 A. If she told me then - I don't 
22 know why I know the number, whether it was because sh 
23 told me then or that I learned after that it was 25. 
24 
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On In any event, there is no questio 
in your mind, as of the Wednesday evening,that a 
high digoxin level with respect to Pacsai, one was 


not talking 3, 4, 5 nanograms. 


A. Thais Lights 

@. They were talking something very 
high. 

A. Yes. 

@. Higher than you had earlier heard 


about in cardiology? 

A. Yes, in that it was my understanding 
that they did not write levels - often the way we 
received levels on the floor were greater than 5 and 
then later greater than 10. 

Qs How many greater than 10 levels 


do you recall seeing reported to you,to your floor? 


A. Only one. 
Ole Who was that? 
A. That was Richard McKeil. 


I remember it being very high. 

Q. You have a recollection of a very 
high level, in any event? 

A. Yes. 

Oh. When Mrs. Radojewski gave you tha 


news, whether she gave you the actual number or conveyed 


bev iaon 


—_ 
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the impression that it was a very high reading indeed 
what was your reaction? 
Bs I was shocked to hear of such a 
high number and that he had had such a digoxin reading. 
Ow It must have occurred to you to 


wonder how that level could have been achieved. 


A. Yes. 
Qe Did any explanation come to you? 
Ae Weld gett thinks-fisedonA& knew 


whether I was told at the time or whatever but 
I know that at the time Mrs. Radojewski told me I 
would be questioned regarding the administration of 
digoxin to Kevin and I tried to remember administerin 
him the medicine and that is when I say that I recalled 
that I had checked it with Mary Jean Halpenny. As 
I say, I am not sure whether it was then or later 
that I learned that they were in fact investigating 
the other hospitals where he had been to see that the 
doses were correct there. 

On If I understand you, your first 
thought of possible explanation is, "Gosh, did I 
give him too much?" 

A. Or certainly a mistake. 

oO; Yes, and you thought back over it 


and you were satisfied in your own mind at least that 
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1 

2 you had not given him any more than the prescribed 

3 dose. 

4 A. Thatcis ‘right? 

5 Q. And if you were right about that 
é that would not explain the matter, would it? 

Ber Tiattis: Fright: 

: Os And therefore you had to think of 
8 Other possible explanations and one that occurred to 
9 you was perhaps at the hospital in Hamilton before 

10 he arrived he had received too much digoxin. 

11 Be A mistake that they had made. 

12 Q's Did Yi occur to you to consider the 
13 possibility that he might have received an unprescribed 

dose of the drug at the Hospital for Sick Children? 

" A. No, I did not consider that. 

- Q. You did not think of that as a 

16 possibility? 

17 A. No. 

18 G. I think youltoldetirs :Sopinka 

19 yesterday of your reaction to receiving the news from 
40 Mrs. Radojewski in the manner and the time that you 

did receive it. 

e A. Yes. 

22 Q. Is there anything else about Kevi 
23 Pacsai, before we pass on? 

24 
25 
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1 

d A. NoOtethateT can think of, no. 

3 Q. The very next night there was 

4 another death on the ward, 4B this time again, 

5 Kristin Inwood in 431 died at 3:00 in the morning 

P and you were on Ward 4A that night. Do you now have 
any recollection of Kristin Inwood? 

; A. I vaguely remember her because sh 

was in the bed next to Kevin Pacsai. 

9 Q'. The night before when you had bee 

10 relieving on that ward and had worked in that room? 

i1 A. That.is, right. 

12 QO. Do you have any recollection of 

13 her condition either on the night before she died or 
do you have any impression of her condition on the 

a night she did die? 

13 A. No. 

16 ‘OQ; Or any recollection of the events 

17 of the shift on which she died? 

18 A. I don't really remember, no. 

19 Q. Do you recall whether you attende 
at the arrestr 

20 

A. I believe I did, yes. 

2 Q. Do you have any particular recollec- 

2 tion,ef Bie 

23 A. Just vaguely, nothing specific. 

24 
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1 
é oO” Mrs. Scott was relieving on 4B 
3 that night, you may remember. Did you see her at the 
4 Inwood arrest? 
5 A. I don't remember. 
6 2 Do you recall seeing Mrs. Trayner 
at the Inwood arrest? 

’ A. I don't remember. 
. oe Or anyone else from 4A? 
9 A. I really don't know. 
10 Oo’ A few nights later, at 4:25 in 
11 the morning, March 18, Charlon Gardner died on Ward 
12 4A. You were not working that night. Do you have any 
43 recollection of that child? 

rahe No, I don't. 
14 

* Or any information as to her 
- condition? 
16 A. No? *T*donet. 
17 OQ; That brings us then to the night 
18 of March 20 and 21 and the deaths of Allana Miller 
19 and Justin Cook. 

A. The only thing I should point ou 
a that I was aware,a medication error made around Inwood 
os because it waS a mix-up that occurred because of the 
nie I can't describe to you that night when Manojlovich 
23 died, it was chaotic. It is my understanding that 
24 
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1| 

2 Mary Jean Halpenny asked Susan Reaper to give the 

3 early morning digoxin to Baby Inwood in anticipation 

4 of a dig. level and in fact it was Pacsai that was 

5 scheduled for a dig. level, and it is my understandin 

F that Baby Inwood received the digoxin that was 
supposed to be for Kevin. That is my recollection 

; of it. I remember there being an incident report 

8 filled out that morning. 

9 Q. Can we look at the night of 

10 Friday, March 20. On that night as you know Allana 

11 Miller died inA423 a®ise27 in the morning. 

12 A. Right< 

#3 Q. You were assigned to care for tha 
child that night. 

14 

A. That is: Fignt « 

15 Os Room 423 is a single room, is 

16 it not? There was no other patient in there with 

17 her? 

18 A. Tha tousdright: 

19 Q. If we look at the assignment book 
for Ward 4A, the night of Friday, March 20, we see 

z that Mrs. Trayner was in charge as team leader and 

had two patients until 11:00 at night, one in 418 

. and one in 426. 

23 A. Right. 
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1 
a Q. Those two patients were taken ove 
3 by Miss Brownless at 11:00. 
4 A. Right. 
5 Q. Because she had been relieving 
é elsewhere until 122007 ‘as, l-understand it. 
A. Theat.i sa righ. 
: 0. She came on the ward at 1l and 
: took over Mrs. Trayner's two patient assignments. 
9 You had the one child, Allana Miller, in Room 423 
10 and you had two children until 11:00 in 418. 
11 poe Right. 
12 ox Mrs. Christie had three children 
13 in Room 425,. two an 42. end a °chiid 10 418 unter 
11:00 and you were expecting a new admission that 
ri night, were you not? 
- A. That 18. Tighe. 
16 Q. Justin Cook was to be admitted 
17 that Friday night? 
18 Se We found out about it after repor 
19 yes. 
66 6 ie After the shift had started you 
learned that Justin Cook was coming down from Owen 
. Sound to be admitted that night? 
= A. That is Tight. 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: I am sure we have ha 
24 
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this out before, but I am not sure, reading the 
3 assignment book. Did you just have one of your 
4 children or both of them in 418 taken away at 11:00? 


- THE WITNESS: They were both taken 


away. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Where I am having 


the trouble is that I have Miss Brownless taking 
on three children at 11 o'clock, but there is one -- 

MR. LAMEK: You have an extra 
child in 418 that does not seem to have been taken 
CArei OL. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And there is one 
of Mrs. Christie's, and what has happened, because 
Mrs. Christie 's\’childiwas supposed to go off at 
11 o'clock tac, 

THE WITNESS: That is what it says. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So some child, 
something went wrong. 

THE WITNESS: Something was not 
recorded, yes. 

MR. LAMEK: There is an 
unassigned child in 418 after 11 o'clock according 
to the assignment sheet. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Anyway it wasn't 
one of yours, Miss Brownless took over both of your 
children? 

THE WITNESS: wnat! s righty 

MR. LAMEK: We may have the 
explanation, I'm not going to try to explain it 


just now, maybe over lunch I can do that. 
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GQ, Let's look at the early part 


of the shift, Miss Nelles, and until the arrival 
of Justin. Cook. 

A. Right. 

Q. And let's put a terminus 
on this thing. What time was Justin Cook admitted 
to the ward? 

A. I believe he arrived somewhere 
between 10:30 and 11:00. 

Q. And you were responsible for 
admitting him to the ward? 

A. That *ssright, 

Os Now, in the shift until he 
arrived, can you tell me please what your recollection 
is, and in particular of Allana Miller and in 
general what you were doing that night? You have 
her. chart there I hope. 

A. My recollection is that I 
attended to the two children in 148. 

Q. Yes. 

Rs ‘I think normally I would go 
and look at all three of my children, and then 
determine who required feeding and whatnot, and 
do the vital signs on all the children. 


oF Yes. 
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A. Because most of them would 


require 2000 vital signs. Then I probably would 
prepare my medications and get them ready to 
administer to the children that required them. I 
specifically remember that when I went in to see 
Allana Miller, when I took her apex, which we always 
do when we administer digoxin, and her apex was 
low, and so I didn't give her her digoxin at that 
point. I went out to the desk and spoke with 
Dr. Soulioti and told her that Allana Miller's 
apex was low and should I still administer the 
digoxin. She said: "Yes, it has been low all day, 
I am aware of it, go ahead and administer the 
digoxin." So I went back to Allana Miller's room 
and gave her the digoxin. 

wae And that would, I take it, 
it would be approximately 9 o'clock? 


A. Around that, yes. 


QO. Do you have any other particular 


recollection of the child in the first part of the 
shift? 
A. I remember that after I had 


finished with the other two children in 418 that 


I went to sit down at the back of the nursing station, 


and just as :-I’was going up there I heard Allana 
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Miller's monitor go off, and so I went down to her 


roommratt§thatepoant, 


Q. Approximately what time did 
that happen? 

A. Around 10 o'clock. 

O-« Was that the first time that 


shift you had a chance to get out and relax for a 
moment, at the nursing station? 

As Wedjia Ii didn’t sit down. 

©. You tried, that was your 


first attempt to do it, was it? 


Ae Right. 

O; At about 10 o'clock you say? 
A. Right. 

oe And Allana Miller's alarm 


went off and you went down to look after her? 


A. Right. 

QO. How long did you stay with 
her? 

A. I woke her up and I gave her 


a drink at that time, and I would say I spent 


probably 20 minutes to haif an hour with her. 


3? So you are now close to 10:30? 
A. Bight « 
“FP Was anyone with you in the 
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room with Allana Miller when you went back to check 
the monitor which had gone off? 

A. No, there wasn't. 

Bhi Had anyone, to your knowledge, 
been in Allana Miller's room early in the shift, 
other than yourself? 

A. I wouldn't know. 

Q. Certainly while you were there 
no one else was there I take it? 

A. Thates right. 

OF All right. You settled the 
babytaedn again at about 10:20, 10:30, something of 


thatrlsorte 


A. Right. 

OF Did ,youctryragain, tocgetuyour —-- 
A. Yesysit dide 

Q. What was this,a break you 


were trying to get, a coffee break, something of 
that sort? 

: Right: 

: And you tried again? 

: Yess 


A 
Q 
A 
0. Were you successful this time? 
ea No, I wasn't. 

Q 


; What happened? 
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A. As I was walking up the hall 


the Cook baby and mother arrived. 


oF SG you*had to*go"back* to 
admit Cook? 

A. That's right. 

0% Did you see your brother on 


the ward at all that night? 


As For a short period, yes. 
QO: When was that? 
A. It was after I had started 


to admit Justin Cook, and Phyllis came in the room 
and told me that my brother was at the nursing 
station. So I left for a few minutes, went out and 
told him that I was busy and went back to the room. 
io oF Now, Cook arrives,and you 
will have to help us because we don't know what 
is involved in admitting a new patient to the ward, 
what did you have to do with him? 
A. Well, I had to do all his 
vital signs, his temperature, pulse, respirations, 
blood pressure in all four limbs, and then usually 


height and weight and then the nursing history. 


9. And did you do all of that? 
A. No? "1 “did+-nse. 
Q. I am sorry. 
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A. TAdtdgabivofhat excepthfor 
the nursing history. 

©; We will come back to that then. 
How long did it take you to do the things you had 
to do short of a nursing history? 

A. I don't remember how long it 


specifically took me to do the height and weight and 


whatnot. 
Q. Yes. 
A. I would say perhaps 10 minutes. 
Q. Was he in Room 418 at this 
time? 
A. Yes, he was. 
Os Were there physicians in 


the room with him? 


re Yes, there were. 

Os Also in the process of 
admitting him? 

Aw Thatts right. 

QO. Did you assist them in any 
way? 

A. Yes,’ a did: 

0. How long were you engaged with 


Cook in his admission from the time of his arrival? 


a2 I would say close to an hour. 
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Throughout that time what was 


happening to Allana Miller? 


A. 


ragnt: 


Q. 


As far as I know she was all 


She had a medication that was 


due at 11 o'clock, did she not? 


A. 


ampicillin? 


Yes. 


Didn't you have to administer 


Giacos. DIgkt. 
AG st130G; didayou do that? 
Yes, I did: 


Or did you leave 418 to go up 


and do that administration? 


Ge 


Q. 


Vesa lait. 


And: yous.at the end of the shift 


have charted that medication as having been 


administered by you? 
A. 
Q. 

11 ,eAcinees 
A. 


Q. 


Right. 


It was done by you at about 


That. 6s wight. 


Was that the only occasion 


that you were in Allana Miller's room during the 


hour so you told me you were engaged in admitting Cook? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. You went in Miller's to do 


the medication and then left again? 

A. Right. 

O7 How did she appear when you 
went in there to give her the ampicillin? 

A. She was sleeping. 

OF YOu "put “tne -amprerl lin into 
what, into the buretrol and the IV setup? 

A Right. 

Q. And it flows down through the 
IV “into *the ¢eniid? 

A. Right. 

Ge Now, on your best estimate 
then we are now at about what, 11:30, by the time 
you were through with the whole admission process 
with Cook? 

A. Well, when I came - when I 
went to give that medication and I came back to the 
room I believe Dr. Schaffer and Dr. Soulioti was 
still there but the mother had left. 

ae Okay. 

A. And that is how -- she left 
before I was able to obtain a nursing history. 


OG: You could only get the nursing 
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history from the parents? 

A. Right. When I had left to 
go and administer Allana's medication the physicians 
were getting their history and that gave me the 
opportunity to leave. 

Oe So you get back from doing 
the ampicillin, you are now back in Room 418 with 
Cook, and the physicians are still there but the 


mother has gone? 


A. Right. 

ae So you can't get your nursing 
history? 

ae Right. 

i Did you see the father at all 


that night, the*father"or Justin Cook? 

A I don't believe I did, no. 
He may have come to the floor for a few minutes, 
but I can't remember for sure. 

os Now Justin Cook arrived at 
about 10:30 on the floor, anda you spent;"as I’ think 
you told me a few minutes ago, about an hour, in 
and about theajmission process, the nursing 
admission and the doctors, assisting them and 
that takes us. to about 11:30 I take it, give or take 


a little, if ther 20Guc-ftonc: 
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A. Yes, because we were doing - 
the physicians wanted to do blood work on the child 
and then also get an ECG on the child. 

Q. What did you then do? 

A. Dr. Schaffer told me that he 


wanted to do an echocardiogram on the baby. 


On That night? 

A. Thati night. 

Q. Yes: 

A. And he asked me if I would 


bring the baby down to the echo room. 
On And did you do that? 
aX Yes, I did, but before I left 


I went to see Allana Miller. 


O- What time was that? 

A. Ats quarter. tog 12200. 

OV; How was she at quarter to 12:00? 
A. I recorded her apex at 11:45, 


that is why I remember, because I distinctly remember 
that I went to see her knowing that I would not be 
back in time to do her midnight vital signs. 

Oc And that is on page 36 of the 
chart, and you recorded apex at 2345 as 60 with 
an "I", does that mean irregular? 


A. Right. 


iad — 
_ 


i adh -—- gh “See = eee = 


ae ene) lo seh OF Snaw J 


f 


d gtedtore ftw) e2t Sen? 

Bit 44, dee ot $nby i> see 

eae ob o2 emis at dosed 

: . a4 -Q 
7 ; 

ws 


Paamet voy one, 


agen Sets eoab.." 
. nk os 


ee ane 


NO 
LS) 


BEBEBEeBHEeB EB EEHEEEE Ess & # 


| 


S237 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles, ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 
SI Was anybody in the room when 


you went back at quarter to 12:00? 

pS No, i don"t think so. 

Q. Was there anybody in the room 
when you left, having taken the apex? 

A. No. 

QO; Nobody came into the room 
while you were doing that I take it? 

Pos faoon “t think <s0>,. no. 

OF The child has a slow heart 
rate and you described the apex as irregular, did 
you have any particular cause for concern,however, 
about her condition? 

A. I knew that her apex had been 
low from previous in the evening. 

SF Yes. Speaking fairly, looking 
back over the flow sheet for the entire day, from 
a couple of episodes when it was slightly over 100, 
it seems to have been in the 70 to 80 range, is that 
faire 

A. And it was irregular most of 
the day as well. 

CG. So this didn't represent any 
particular change in the child's behaviour? 


e No, but it still was a low 
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heart rate. 


O% Yes, but you were not concerned 
about leaving her alone? 
Aine Well, I certainly made it 


known that I was leaving the floor. 


Q. To whom did you make it known? 
aM To Phyllis Trayner. 
QO. And was it then, that as you 


told Mr. Sopinka yesterday, you asked Phyllis 


Trayner to flush the IV when the ampicillin had 
all gone there? 

A. Thais: right. 

is When you went in at quarter 
to 12:00 had the ampicillin all gone through the IV? 

A. No, = i tomadn :. 

O5. There was still a little left 
in the buretrol? 

A. Thatterragnt. 

Di. And you asked Mrs. Trayner 
if she would flush the IV when the ampicillin has 
all gone from the buretrol? 

A. That's right: 

G. That was at quarter to 12:00. 
What time did you take Justin Cook down -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: L*mcsorry, 1 donse 


iat Birkvket ty0ds 
MOA 7 
cx .; 

Siggiveksl eaw 2 teX¥ cwonst 


10 


‘ ; femey Senigcs .u4 bios 
Wr SE ei iat Ot 20671 
Sersie Ssnop ifs 
‘as 
wexiW 0 
Wareeliniahs iis 5s: 


bet it r 


‘ 


: STi Ww 


a Bi 


nots Shop pies 
=) 


Peg 


—— 


BEBBReHeaeassA 


25 


g239 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles, ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


understand this process at all. Did you say you 
flush it after the ampicillin had all gone? 

MR. LAMEK: Well I was going to 
come to it later, Mr. Commissioner, but let's deal 
with it now. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Let me see if I 
have got it right, and you tell me if I have it 
wrong and it is quite likely I do. As I understand 
it when a medication is put into the buretrol and 


it goes down the IV and into the child. 


A. You mixMowith solution; 
O2 Yes. 
Ae So you may have as much as 


say 30 co's pult sasuned husarihe: Sica te tom 2 iceereor 
the actual medication. 

8 You may have quite a volume 
of material fluid in the buretrol? 

A. Right. 

Ge And that over a period of time 
will go through the IV tube and into the child? 

Ms Right. You usually run it 
over the course of an hour. 

OC Yes. When the buretrol appears 


to have been empty. 
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A. RIQGKt: 
On Do” I* take’ it’ that inorder 


to make sure that all of the medication is now out 
of the tube and into the child, that you put more 
fluid down the tube? 

A. That's right. 

QO: To literally flush out any 
of the medication that remains in the tube? 

AN Phat*s right, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Lie tue’ Lupe, 
it is not the buretrol then that you are flushing? 

MR. LAMEK: A bit of both I guess. 

THE WITNESS: Both. There may 
still be some ampicillin or whatever in the buretrol 
and so you put some solution in there and it goes 
from there through the tubing. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. This is 
probably fundamental, why doesn't it all go 
out on its own? Because gravity is involved, does 
it not go down into the child? 

THE WITNESS: But you are running 
the IV at’ a certain’ rate. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: You have it hooked 


up to an IVAC pump, and the chances are that you 
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are running at a certain speed and you want so many 
drops, or so many millilitres to go through ina 
minute. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is it because it 
is not going fast enough, is that what the problem is, 
or is it because it is not going completely, which 
is the problem, or is it ootn7 

THE WITNESS: I don't really! know 
what you mean. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well you have 
got this buretrol that you put in the antibiotic. 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And it works on 
the gravity system and you control it somehow from 
the buretrol as to the speed at which it will go 
into the chiadc. 

THE WITNESS: Right: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now the first 
question I asked was, why doesn't it all go into 
the child anyway, why is it that it somehow gets 
stalled? Is it a question of whether it doesn't 
all go through, or is it a question Of whether it 
doesn't all go through fast enough to suit you? 

THE WITNESS: It doesn't really get 


stalled, it all goes through. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but you 
have to flush it out then? 

THE WITNESS: You just have to 
ensure that there isn't any remainder of the 


medication left in the buretrol, or in the tubing. 
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MR. LAMEK:) it 15 a bit Like filling 
a glass, Mr. Commissioner, you can turn it upside 
down and most of the water will fall out but you are 
going to have some drops around the walls of the 
thing. I suppose that's part of the thread, isn't 
Lt? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is that all it is? 

THE WITNESS: That's really all it is. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All it is is just 
the little bit that will stick to the side of the 
tubing, it's not a question of it somehow or other 
not getting -intoetiervens. a, 

THE WITNESS: That's fright. 

MR. SOPINKA: It's like washing out 
your martini glass before you have wine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I knew that was 
what Mr. Lamek was getting at but he's a little more 
subtle about it. 

MR. LAMEK: And I promise you I didn't 
tell him. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
Well, at any rate can we get back on the track then. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Well, whether it needs 
to be done it always is done I take it, Miss Nelles? 


A. It is always flushed, yes. 
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O. That's right. And you wanted 


to be sure it was done this time? 


A. that’s yicght. 

Q: So, you asked Mrs. Trayner 
ti) dog. 

A. That *s- yight. 

0. Flush the IV, the buretrol 


and the IV when the ampicillin had run through? 

A. That. Ss Chant. 

O. Did you tell her when you 
thought that might be needed? 

A. Trthink 1 told hex 2: would 
probably be in the next 15 minutes or so, probably 
around midnight it would need to be flushed. But 
when again the buretrol is empty the IVAC pump will 
alarm to tell you that it is empty. 

Q. Okay. Because it doesn't 
have anything to pump against any more and it buzzes 
a little alarm, does it? 

Bie Yes, because otherwise it would 
pump air into the line. 

0. Okay. So it alarms and says 
flush me, flush me? 

A. Yes. 


0. All right. Now that we know 
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1 
C what it is you are trying to .40 in*flushing an IV, 
3 how*do you do 1€7 
4 A. You open the stop cork in 
5 between the bag of solution and the buretrol and 
«| you let in however much, whatever amount of fluid 
| you require to flush it. 
" a You say you release material 
| from the bag down into the buretrol? 
9] se Right. 
10| Q. And you say whatever volume 
11| you need. What volume do you normally use? 
Ay A. Usually you need 5 to 10 ccs; 
3 cM Is there any other way of 
flushing a buretrol and IV line other than releasing 
- material from the IV bag? 
15) A. I suppose you could use a 
16 syringe but I have never seen it done that way. 
17| fee Whether you do it by releasing 
18 | material from the IV bag above or adding material 
rol to the buretrol with a syringe, would you use the 
same volume of material, 5 cc's? 
; A. Usually, yes. 
- Q. Have you ever seen a buretrol 
a and IV line flushed with 3 cc's of material? 
23 A. It's very hard to get only 
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3 cc's into the bag when you are opening the 
stop Trorks 

THE COMMISSIONER: Into the buretrol? 

THE WITNESS: Into the buretrol, I am 
sorry, yes. 

MR. GAMER= “QO. Would o3°cce"s, as you 
understand it, adequately flush a buretrol and IV 
line? 

A. On rare occasions when the 
child is on a Wery strict Wiuidjeisson- a fraud 
restriction and where you are trying to give them 
as little food as possible I have seen it flushed 
with small amounts. 

Q. All right. Was Allana Miller 
on such fluid restriction? 

A. I believe she was on a fluid 
restriction, yes. 

@. Was it a sufficiently strict 
one that you would be careful about the amount of 
material that you used to flush the IV line? 

A. _ You would be careful, yes. 

& Is it a case where you would 
have hesitated to use 5 or 10 cc's had you been 
flushing the line yourself? 
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Q. It would not have caused you 
concern then to use the usual amount? 


A. No. 


Og All right. Now, Allana Miller 


had no medication ordered for administration at 


midnight? 
A. Thate’s sright. 
Q. Is that so? 
A. Yes. 
oP The next medication was to 


be administered at 1:00 a.m. and that was to be 
gentamicin? 

A. Tnacesovegnt. 

eye Before going off to the echo 
lab with Justin Cook at approximately a quarter to 
12 did you at that time ask Mrs. Trayner if she would 
administer the 1 o'clock gentamicin for you? 

A. No; Is did«not. 

O. Did you expect to be back 
in time to do that yourself? 

A. Yes. 

0% Okay. Was the only request 
that you made of her that she flush the IV when the 
ampicillin had run through? 


A. That's my recollection, yes, 
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1 
2 and to do her vital signs in my absence. 
3 Q: Now, in light of what you had 
4 asked her to do and in light of what was ordered 
5 and prescribed for Allana Miller, if, and I put 
this strictly as an if, if Mrs. Trayner were 

9 observed at about midnight to be adding material 
: to the buretrol with a 3 ce syringe can you think of 
8 any explanation for her doing that? 
9 A. No, I cannot. 
10 Q. Okay. What time did you get 
1 back from the echo lab? 

A. At 12:30). 
12 

©. You brought the baby back to 
13 

418? 

i. A. That's Tight. 
15 Q. And you took him into 418 and 
16 tried to settle him down? 
17 A. Thats Gettout. 
18 Ox How long did it take you to 
19 do that? 

A. _ It took me quite a while 
2 because again they wanted - first they wanted the 
a! baby placed in 100 per cent oxygen and then they 
22 wanted to do another blood gas to see if the baby's 
23 pO2's were improving in the oxygen. 
24 
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(Lamek ) 
. Yes. Approximately how long 


were you with him after he returned to 418 from the 
echo lab? 

Pix I would say about another hour 
and a half. 

Q. Until approximately 2 o'clock 
in the morning? 

A. Somewhere around there, yes. 

Ox All right. During that hour and 
a half were you at all in Room 423 to see or to do 
anything for Allana Miller? 

A. No, I was not. 

Oy Were you in Room 418 
continuously throughout that period? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Oy After administering - I am 
sorry, after taking Allana Miller's apex at a quarter 
to 12 is it your evidence then, Miss Nelles, that 
you did not again go into Room 423 until approximatel 
2 o'clock in the morning? 

A ate Seed ee. 

Q. Now, as we have said, Allana 
Miller had to have gentamicin at 1 o'clock in the 
morning. 


A. That's right. 
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1 

2 Gs And you did not go to administer 

3 that, as we have heard? 

4 A. That, © wignt. 

5 OF When did you make arrangements 
for that medication to be administered? 

: A. I don't recall whether I told 

f Mrs. Trayner to administer the medication or whether 

8 in fact she had seen it as team leader having been 

9 in the medication room and knew that I was busy with 

10 Justin Cook. 

1 Q. ~es. 

i A. In any event at about 1 o'clock 
she came into the room with the medication ticket and 

= the gentamicin drawn up. 

= oF But you don't have any 

15 recollection as to whether you had asked her to do 

16 that? 

17 ie I can't remember, no. 

18 ie Were you Surprised when she 

75 came into the room with the medication ticket and the 
medication drawn up? 

a a I was not surprised that she 

- would be giving Allana her 1 o'clock medication 

22 because I could not get away to give it. 

23 Q. Sure. 
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1 

2 A. tThe,only, thing that did 

3 surprise me to some extent was that she would check, 
she would actually bring the medication into check 

: with me because it is not normally a medication that 

° is needed to be checked. 

6 ek Gentamicin I take it is an 

7 antibiotic? 

8 is t0eate Sr ont. 

9 aR And you do not normally, or 

10 did not normally check antibiotics with anyone else 
before administering them? 

a A. Right. 

13 Q. You must have become aware at 

13 some stage prior to 1 o'clock that you were not going 

14 to be free to go and do that medication? 

15 A. Right. 

16 O.. But you have no recollection 

7 as to whether having realized that you then asked 
someone else, Mrs. Trayner or anyone else to have 

He done it for you? 

i? A. I could very well have, I 

20 don't specifically remember. 

21 ae Okay. So, you are with Cook 

22 until 2 o'clock in the morning. At this stage as 

23 I recall it you still haven't had a break, have you? 

24 
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A. Thatts sight: 
O- You tried to get one then or 


what did you do? 
A. Yesp,iledias ¢eiethinic Lt is 
important too that while I was in Justin Cook's 
room I could hear Allana Miller's monitor going off. 
O. Right. 
A. And I recall at one point that 
Mrs. Trayner came in with a strip off the monitor of 


Allana Miller. 


©. Came into 418? 

A‘ Right. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And showed it to Dr. Schaffer 


or Dr. Souliotay, One -cmethe other. 

O:. Have you any idea of 
approximately what time that was? 

A. I don't remember. It was 
some time after I returned from the . cath lab. 

Dre Ab right. 

Ae. I'm sorry, the echo lab. 

Q. Xes.? All right, it is now 2 
o'clock and Cook is finally settled in. Is it at 
that stage that you went to try and get a break? 


A. Yes. It was even after that 
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because I did not record his 2 o'clock vital - 


recordt here 2vot clockivitals. 


. 


Okay. The flow sheets on 


page 36 of the chart, vital signs recorded at 


2345, youl, told) aspabouts that,« 2400,.:0100-and then 


0145 and the 0210. 
A. 
Q. 
your handwriting? 
A. 
Q. 


Is the 2345 in your 


Right. 


Is any of those entries in 


No, they are not. 

Do you recognize the hand. 
writing? 

Pes Mist S . 

Okay, but none of the others? 

No. 


Do you recognize the hand that 


wrote them? There may be more than one hand there, 


I don't know. 


A. 


0: 


I think there are. 


All right. And you are not 


able to help us as to who may have made those 


entries of vital signs? 


Az 
of the writing. 


Q. 


I believe I recognize some 


Do you have any measure of 
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confidence in your recognition because if you don't 
I won't ask you to guess. 

A It's my feeling that at 0145 
and the writing of 54 and irregular is Mrs. Trayner's 
because it would seem to me it was then that that 
kind of level, that kind of heart rate would be what 
she was concerned about and what she would have 
brought the strip in from the monitor because that 
was the lowest rate it had been. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 54, the pulse, is 
that the one? 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It's not the blood 
pressure it's the pulse that's the problem? 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Blood pressure is 
48. ~ or 25 thatescr 

A. 98. 

oO 93, 1t couldn*t ber4s = 3e 
could be but it wouldn't be very healthy, would it? 

A. No. 

Q. _mbi- tight. So; 1t 28-96, is 
it, all right. Before trying to get your break did 
you go and take a look at Allana Miller at 2 o'clock 
or thereabouts in the morning? 


A. No, 1. did not. 
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Oe Okay. Even though you knew 


her monitor and alarm had been going off? 

As Yes, but I would assume that 
she was being looked after and I simply walked out 
of Justin's room and went to the desk. 

Oo Okay, you made a sharp turn 
and went down to the nursing station? 

A. Right, 

Ox Perhaps we can leave you there 
until after lunch, how would that be, Mr. Commissioner 

THE COMMISSIONER: Quarter past 2. 

MR. LAMEK: Thank you. 


---Luncheon recess. 
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---Upon resuming after the recess. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 
MR. LAMEK: Q. Miss Nelles, when we 
broke for lunch we were talking about the night of 
Allana Miller's death and you told me of your 


eventual escape from Room 418 with Justin Cook 


about, 22008 

A. Some time after 2, yes. 

Q. Can you tell me please what 
happened then? 

A. I went back out to the desk and 


I recall standing at the front of the desk and Bertha 
Bell came down the 4A hallway and she was walking in 
the direction of the clean utility room. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And she said that Allana Miller 
was vomiting. So I left the desk and went down to 
Allana's room. 

O Was that immediately after you 


got to the desk from leaving 418? 


aN A manner of minutes,yes. 

QO. When you got to Room 423 what 
did you find? 

A. Phyllis Trayner was there with 


Allana Miller and she had Allana sitting up because 
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Allana was vomiting. 
| Q. Then what happened? 

A. Then I believe the reason that 
Bertha Bell had left the room was to get a suction 
cup and I believe at that time she also notified 
Dr. Soulioti and while Phyllis and I were waiting 
we got things ready to suction Allana. 

Q. Can you go on and just tell us 
what happened in sequence from there? 

A. Then I believe Bertha Bell came 
back in with the suction cup and we proceeded to 
suction the baby. Then Dr. Soulioti came down to 


have a look at Allana and see what she was doing. 


Q« Yes: 

A. Then she started to get into 
aLtficulty* 

Q. By that time are we approximately 


at the 2:40 time shown in your note? 

Ar Right. 

Oo. So the events you have just 
described occupied a period from some few minutes 
after 2:00 until 2:40. 

A. Right. 

Q% Does your note then set out the 


observations that you made when as you say the baby 
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1 
2 began to get into difficulty, began to seizure, becam 
& very rigid, extended legs and arms? 
4 A. First Dr. Soulioti requested that 
5 the baby be given some Lasix. 
é . Okay. So was that done? 
A. Yes. 
7 
Q. Where did the Lasix come from? 
: A. I believe it was myself who went 
9 to the medication room and got a vial of Lasix and 
10 brought it back to the room with a syringe. 
11 oR Was it drawn up in the room? 
12 A. Yes. 
13 Os By whom, by you? 
A. I think so, yes. 
14 
Q: And handed to Dr. Soulioti for 
i administration? 
16 A. Right. 
ae ap And within five minutes the baby 
18 began to get into the difficulties that you describe 
19 in your nursing note? 
A. Tatras LLdne. 
20 
oF Indeed when you listened after 
ie the seizure activities began to be manifest there was 
= no heart rate at all. 
23 ie That is right. 
24 
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Q. The code was called and the 
arrest team arrived and were unable to resuscitate the 
child and she was pronounced dead at 3:27 in the 
morning. 

A Yes. 

9 Can we just go back over a couple 
of things relating to that night because I confess I 
have had the benefit of lunch time and talking with 
Ms. Cronk to help me with a couple of matters. When 
you first went up to the nursing station at about 
10:00 I think you said, the first time you tried to 
get a break? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you actually get to the nursin 
station and get yourself seated before the alarm went 
off on Allana Miller's monitor? 

A. I don't remember. 

0. Do you recall at a much earlier 
stage than this making notes about the events of the 


night,of Marens2 i. 


A. Yes; i O80. 

oF Do you have a copy of those notes 
with you? 

As Not here, no. 

c I will give you the one without th 
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1 
2 dog-ears. Do you recognize that as a copy of the not 
3 you made of the events of the night of Allana 
4 Miller's death? 
5 | Be Yes. 
.| 9 When were the notes made, Miss 

Nelles? 
; 

A. I believe some time around 

the second week in April. 
9 Qs Okay. If you turn to the second 
10 | page of the notes, really, what is concluded as the 
11 second page, it is the back of page 1, I think, the 
12| second full page of text. 
3 MR. PERCIVAL: Is there any reason why 

we cannot see this? 
. THE COMMISSIONER: I was just wondering 
15 myself’ <= 
16 MR. LAMEK: Once we have them identifie 
17 and dated then there is no reason why you cannot. 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: We are being prematufe, 
19 Mr. Percival. 

Q. There is a number 198 in the 

* top right hand corner of the page to which I am 
- directing your attention, Miss Nelles. 
22 A. Right. 
23 Q. And in the middle of the page you 
24 
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1 
2 say, "After this at approximately 2200 hours I sat 
3 down at the back of the nurses' station for a few 
4 moments. About ten minutes later I heard Allana's 
5 monitor go off so I went down to see what the 
: problem was." 
he Right. 
; Q. These notes I take it were 
8 made relatively close to the events that you have 
9 described, as you have told me. 
10 A. That is «right. 
11 Dz It appears that your recollection 
12 at that stage was that you were at the nursing statio 
43 Sitting down for about 10 minutes before you heard 
the monitor. 
14 
A. Right. 
15 Qs Does that assist your recollectio 
16 now? 
17 A. As I say,.I don't remember whethe 
18 I sat down or not but this would be more accurate tha 
19 my recollection now. 
Os It would be a fresher recollectio 
20 
I take it. 
21 P ; 
A. That 1s right. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Before we go any 
23 further, like Mr. Percival I have not read this thing 
24 
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so I don't know, but is this supposed to be the same 
time, at 2:00 that you were just talking about? 

MR. LAMEK: No, 2200 hours, Mr. 
Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, this is before. 

MR. LAMEK: Yes, this is 10:00 on the 
occasion of Miss Nelles' first trip off to the nursin 
station in an attempt to get a break. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Would it be possible for 
Mr. Lamek to elicit» from the witness ~-"T don’t under 
stand the numbering, 107, blank, 108 and 109. 

MR. LAMEK: I don't think I need to 
elicit it from the witness. I can tell Mr. Percival 
what we have done is be so kind as to copy the 
comments on the back of the page as well as the 
front of the page. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Do I take it that the 
witness has waived her solicitor/client privilege 
as manifested at the top of the page? 

MR. LAMEK: Plainly. 

MR. PERCIVAL: I did not hear that 
from the witness. I am sorry. 


MR. LAMEK: I would hardly be 


introducing a document as an exhibit with 4 privilege oo 


THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment. BD 
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ex. (Lamek) 


take it you are going to tender this one as an 
exhibit? 

MR. LAMEK: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Will you do that now? 

MR. LAMEK: Yes, indeed. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The notes then will 
be Exhibit 392. 

---EXHIBIT 392: Notes prepared by Susan Nelles re. 
death of Allana Miller. 

MR. OLAH: Perhaps my friend could 
clear up the numbering in the right hand corner of 
the page. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That is what he has 
just done, Mr. Olah. 

MR. LAMEK: The numbering is not mine. 
I assume it to be that of Miss Nelles' solicitor but 
page 107 had on its back the notes which appear on 
the second sheet in the bundle and followed curiously 
by page 108 which did not have rmtes on the back 
and therefore proceeds straight to page 109. I have 
just copied the back of page 107. 

THE COMMISSIONER: To help me out, we 
were talking about 2 p.m., what happened at 2 p.m. 
Now you have gone back to what happened at 10 p.m. 


MR. LAMEK: Yes, I had asked Miss Nelle 
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whether on the occasion of her first trip to the 


nursing station at 10:00, 2200 hours she had actually 


reached 


the station and sat down before she heard 


Allana Miller's alarm go off. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


MR. LAMEK: She could not recall today 


so I then put to her a note that was made much 


earlier 
she was 


minutes 


just to 


through 


as to the event which seems to record that 
sitting down at the nursing station for ten 
before the alarm went off. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MR. LAMEK: Perhaps it might be sensibl 
take a brief pause and let everybody read 
these notes. It might be useful. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
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(Lamek ) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Miss Nelles, there is 
one thing that I might have omitted to ask you this 
morning. You told us that you did the vital signs 


of Allana Miller at. quarter to 12. 


A. Right. 
On And then returned to Room 418. 
A. Right. Well I simply went 


to.pick up Justin ook. 

On All right. My question was, 
and I meant to ask it of course, at what time did 
you take Justin Cook to the echo lab that night? 

A. Immediately after I took 
Allana's signs. I took Allana Miller's signs at 
quarter to 12 in anticipation that I was leaving the 
floor. 

Ox And immediately thereafter you 
went to collect Justin Cook and took him down to the 
echo lab? 

A. That «2.5 -TFLGhe; 

Ox _ Now, the 10 minute respite 
that we have just been able to find, at about 10 
o'clock, you then said you spent perhaps 20 to 30 
minutes I think you said with Allana Miller when you 


went down to her room to see what the problem was 
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with the monitor going off? 

A. That is my recollection, yes. 

On And if in fact you were about 
10 minutes at the desk, at the nursing station before 
you went to her room? 

A. Right. 

OF Would that throw back by 
perhaps 10 minutes the time when you went to admit 
Cook? 

A. It could very well, yes. 

On The admission of Cook may have 
been a little after 10:30 rather than at the 10:30 
that you have suggested earlier? 

A. I think the actual recording 
of the vital signs, or my admission note for Justin 


Cook states 2300. 


Os Yes. 
Air That could very well have been. 
Q2 Would that be shortly after he 


came Onto the ward? 


A. * Yes. 

On One of the first things you 
did with him? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So perhaps it may be closer to 
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(Lamek ) 


ll than 10:30 when he actually appeared on the ward? 

a It could have been, yes. 

O's And just one other thing about 
the evidence earlier. We talked about buretrol, 
and flushing IVs and that sort of thing, but we 
also talked about administering ampicillin, in 
your case, and subsequently that night administering 
gentamicin, these would go into the buretrol as 
well, would they not? 

As That's right. 

oF How do you administer a drug 
into the buretrol, how physically do you do it? 

A. You take a syringe with a needl 
on the end of it and there is a rubber stop cork 
in the top of the buretrol and you put the needle 
into that rubber stopper and infuse the medication 
into the buretrol. 

Os Now I know you said you had 
never seen it done, but if you are flushing a 
buretrol with a syringe, would you similarly have a 
needle on the syringe? 

A. I would imagine so. 

O. That is something you have not 
seen done as yet? 
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myself, right. 

0; What was your reaction to the 
death of Allana Miller? 

Ni I was very upset. 

I Yes, I take it you were always 
upset when a patient died? 

A. Yes. 

oF Were you anything other than 


or in addition to upset, were you surprised, were 
you concerned? 

A. i telt Sore or. --"1t was 
a difficult night because I really - although she 
was my patient I had really not spent a lot of 
time with her. I was aware, as I say, when I was 
with Justin Cook that her monitor had been going 
off numerous times, but I was unable to attend to 
her myself. So I really was not, I did not feel that 
I knew her that well and knew what was going on when 
I wasn't with her. I mean, there was a whole period 
there for about two hours that I had not seen her. 

iv. ‘Have I now had then your 
best recollection of the events of the night upon 
which Allana Miller died? 

A. Yes. 


7. If we can just go back for a 
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(Lamek ) 
, 
2 moment to Kevin Pacsai, before we move forward again. 
3 | You will remember that we referred to the nursing 
4 note which recorded Dr. Costigan as having been 
s| there - not the nursing note, his own note, in the 
progress notes, recording his attendance in the room 
°| at. 5:30.ani theamorning. 
7 A. tedon"eyhave his. chart. 
8 On Here it is. - Well, let's look 
9} at mine, it is all the same. It is page 63 of the 
10 chart and at 5:30 Dr. Costigan recorded he was asked 
1 to see Kevin, you remember that? 
| A. Right. 
a2 
en Do you recall me asking you 
3 whether that was the first time that Dr. Costigan 
iG had been in to see Kevin that night? 
15 | A. Yes. 
16 QO. And I believe you told me, 
17 yes, it was. 
18 A. Exthink it was, yes. 
| Oy Once again your counsel has 
been good enough to provide me with notes that you 
Y made about the events of that night. I take it he 
4 has no objection to my referring to them and putting 
22 them to you, and if appropriate offering them as 
Zo an exhibit, do you have a copy of those notes? 
24 | 
25 | 
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A No, 1 .aon't, 
(6 You identified that as a copy 


of the notes that you made earlier for purposes of 
your then counsel? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I take it they have 
been distributed at the moment, Mr. Sopinka, so 
I take it you are answering Mr. -- 

MR. SOPINKA: It seems my decision has 
been pre-empted, I thought they were for my friend's 
use. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: I had understood quite 
the contrary from Mr. Brown. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, no harm 
done then. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. Do you recognize this 
as a copy of the notes that you made about the 
events of the night of Kevin Pacsai's death? 

A. Yes. 

cf. And when were they made, please. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, I am 
not trying to object, but it seems to me - I would 
have thought it is the, witness' protection and 
privilege not for her counsel. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, her counsel 
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(Lamek ) 


can speak for her. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Well, I would like to 
think so but I still have not heard from the witness. 

MR. SOPINKA: I don't know why my 
friend is suddenly so protective of Susan Nelles, 
his clients certainly didn't show much concern. I 
can tell you that my instructions are, I am acting 
in accordance with instructions and we have nothing 
to hide and as evidence of that we have produced the 
notes that she gave to Mr. Cooper, and I hope that 
the police will follow that example, it took us 
months to get the Police Report. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Everybody is right 
here, and Mr. Percival is right that it is the 
client's privilege but 42t is still right tiat you 
can speak for her and you can exercise that privilege 
on instructions,which you are doing. So at any 
rate these documents are now -- 

MR. LAMEK: Q. You were about to tell 
me when the notes were made, Miss Nelles? 

A. i believe these were the notes 
that were made at the request of Mrs. Radojewski 
when she phoned me to tell me about the death of 
Kevin Pacsai. 


On Yes. 
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A. But I believe that there were 
additions and you can see there is writings in the 
Margins, et cetera. 

Q. Yes. 

A. Which I believe to be additions 
made by both Mr. Cooper and David Cole. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, did we find out 
the date that they were made. 

MR. LAMEK: They were made following 
Mrs. Radojewski's phone call so that would be 
shortly after March the 18th I take it, it was a 
Wednesday the date that she called you at home? 

THE WITNESS: Yes I think the notes 
were made the 19th. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The 19th of what? 

MR. LAMEK: Of March. 

THE WITNESS: Of March. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Yes, oh I 
understand back after the call to Belleville? 

THE WITNESS: That's right. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. And were then perhaps 
expanded for Mr. Cooper and Mr. Cole's purposes? 

A. Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The Wednesday was 


not the 19th, so -- 
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1 
2 MR. LAMEK: It was the 18th I believe. 
3 THE WITNESS: I believe I made them 
4 after that. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see, you made 
° them on the Thursday? 
THE WITNESS: Right. 
7 MR. LAMEK: Q. Following a call on 
8 Wednesday evening from Mrs. Radojewski? 
9 || A. Right. 
10 MR. LAMEK: Perhaps, Mr. Commissioner, 
"WW it might be useful to take a pause to permit those 
notes to be read. 
- THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Can we also 
. make them a number, Exhibit 393. 
14 ---EXHIBIT NO. 393: Handwritten notes prepared by 
Susan Nelles the 19th of March, 

15 LOBLe 
16 MR. PERCIVAL: Some of this is not 
17 legible, is the original available, are they going 
‘3 to be marked as an exhibit? 

| MR. LAMEK: I have seen Xerox copies, 
B these are copies of Xerox copies, Mr. Commissioner. 
" THE COMMISSIONER: It is possible the 
=! witness may be able to read them for us. You can't 
22 push Mr. Sopinka any further than he has already 
23 gone, but maybe if we can't read them he might be 
24 | 
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(Lamek ) 


a) able to help by referring to the original. Where is 
3 the original, is the original available? 

MR. SOPINKA: If there is any problem 
reading it I think that I can be of some assitance. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
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MR. LAMEK: OQ. Miss Nelles, with 
respect to the notes the question is really a short 
One. On the third sheet in the bundle, which is 
numbered 110 in the top right hand corner, at the 
bottom of the page, the qaeet trae er vtour Lines; 
having described what you found when you returned 
to Kevin Pacsai's room you said: 

"As Dr. Costigan and Dr. Kantak were 

stalleon the floor at that time I 

notified them of the change in the 


infant and they came to look at the 


strip. Babe was in 17% oxygen at this 
tame .cs" 
| And going over to 111: 
"I believe it was this time also baby 
gagged and vomited the 7 cc.'s he had 
taken previously." 
And so on: 


"He was suctioned to ensure there was 


no further fluid, mucous present." 


The next paragraph: 
"The baby's apex continued to be 
irregular, I believe it was at this 
point that Mrs. Trayner, Dr. Costigan 


and myself noted the occasional appearance 


8276 
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1 
a of what would seem to be a 2 tc l 
3 block occurring when the apex dipped 
4 below --" 
5 Is that S07 
6 A. Right. 
Oa "However, this seemed to disappea 
’ for a short while and Dr. Costigan left 
the room." 
9 And then you refer to: 
10 "After about 15/20 minutes voicing 
11 concern to Doctors Kantak and Ning 
12 and they came by to examine the child." 
3 Towards the bottom of the page: 
"After they had left baby's behavior 
a appeared quite unusual at these times 
. as well since he seemed to be gagging 
16 and his eyes would draw back in his hea 
17 for a second before becoming normal 
18 again, alternated between being very 
a quiet and settled to being very 
20 frantic and upset but the reason I note 
this is because it was a very sudden, 
drastic change with no apparent reason 
9c behind it. 
23 Again, I called Dr. Kantak into the roo 
24 
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and learned at this point that Dr. Ning 


had 
You then say you: 


left the ward." 


snotuicedwa. 2hto TL tblockiagain: 


I suggested that Dr. Costigan be 


asked to return to the ward, which he 


Gia. 


Does that assist your recollection as to whether 


Dr. Costigan appeared for the first time at about 


5:30 or whether he had earlier been in to see Kevin? 


A. 
before. 


re 


I'm sorry, he must have been ther 


Indeed, Dr. Costigan appears to 


have been there twice; once shortly after you got 


back to the room and first observed the change in the 


child and then later after Dr. Ning had left. 


Be 


Q. 


That's right. 


Yes, okay. Now, can we go to 


the Saturday night, please, the night upon which Justin 


Cook died. You came on the evening shift at what 


time? What time did you reach the ward, do you 


remember? 
A. 
would have been, 


7:00. 


I don't remember exactly when it 


it would have been some time around 


7 
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O., Around, 7:00..,Did you _check what 
your assignments were for the night? 

A. Ves, 1,030. 

OF is that the first thing that one 
does when one arrives on shift? 

A. Usually, yes. 

Q. All right. And you found that 


you were assigned to constant care of Baby Cook that 


night? 

A. Right. 

QO. All right. Did you then go to tak 
report? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

QO. Is that the report that is given 


in the conference room with the off-going shift and 
the on-going shift all together? 

A. ewe tahoe 

0; All right. And in the course of 


receiving report from the day shift what if anything 


did you learn about your patient for the night, Justi 
Cook? 

A. I remember learning that he had 
a heart catheterization that day. 

Oe Yes. 


A. I believe Miss Mandal told us the 
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1 
2 results of the heart catheterization. I recall her 
3 telling us that Baby Cook had had a blue spell, I belijleve 
4 somewhere around 5:30, 6:00 in the evening, and that 
5 the cart had actually been brought into the room and 
: that there was quite a bit of concern about that 
blue spell. 
7 
Oe Yes. 
é A. I recall being told that he had 
9 received propranolol at that time and that I believe 
10 one of the physicians had asked that propranolol be 
11 kept right at the bedside. So, I believe it was Mrs. 
12 Mandal who told me that there was propranolol taped 
to the end of the bed. 
13 
Oe TES. 
14 
A. I think she also told me that 
se Justin was on oral propranolol on a regular basis 
16 and that there had not been enough on the floor, so, 
17 Mrs. Scott had had to go to another floor to get it 
18 so that the amount for the evening would be in the 
19 fridge. 
OQ. All wage. 
20 
A. Other than that, she told me 
21 
about the heart cath, what time the child had gotten 
” back from the cath and we have a special procedure 
23 that we do in regard to vital signs and petal pulse 
24 


i ore = dats 


lisas sa2id 


ga Ae 20564 


i Sy Bfey’ crv 
7 a 


\, Beye 


‘3 2 
r $Be40 sro Siu ode 


SAo .g07* Joac 


ft ob sw an42 


8280 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ex 2 (Lamek ) 


1 
2 and what not on the child once he is returned from 
3 the cath lab. I believe she told me at that time 
4 they were having difficulty obtaining the petal pulse 
P in the light ofthe cath. 
0. Were you also told at that time 
6 
that Justin Cook was going to surgery the following 
7 
morning? 
8 A. Yes, I was. 
9 or Right. And was it your understand- 
10 ing that that was an emergency measure and that the 
1 surgery had been quickly arranged? 
10 A. Yes. I don't know whether Marie 
told me that or whether I actually read that in the 
13 
chart later. 
14 : ; , 
Oz Did you also receive any instruc- 
15 tions as tothe child's resting and being kept quiet 
16 and something of that sort? 
a7 A. Not from Mrs. Mandal, I don't 
18 remember hearing that from her but she could have 
told me. 
19 
GO: ATL right: Did you “then*go tc 
20 
Room 418? 
at ; 
Re Yes, “I “did, I lert report early. 
“f OF I'm Sorry? 
23 he I left the report before it was 
24 
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finished. 

O% All right. And Mrs. Scott was 
in Room 418? 

As RiGht. 

O. She had been caring for the baby 
during the day? 

A. Right. 

8 ek Indeed, as we have heard from her 


and as we know from the chart from about 6:00 onwards 
the time of the blue spell she had been assigned to 
provide constant care to Cook. 

a Right. 

O.. So, I take it she couldn't leave 
until you arrived. 

a. That isrioht. 

o. All. right. Did she tell, you,,any- 
thing further about Justin Cook's condition? 

A. I don't recall anything else but 
she may have told me some of the things that Marie 
had told me. 

Os All right. And what happened 
then? 

pws I believe that she asked one of 
the nurses in the room to stay with Justin for a minut 


while she and I did the narcotic count. 
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1 
2 Q. And she had been the controller 
3 of the narcotic keys that day, had she? 
4 A. I believe she must have counted 
5 the narcotics in the morning. 
6 8 ies Yes. And now although she was on 
constant care she was the person responsible for 
: counting narcotics at the end of the shift? 
. A. Yes. 
9 oO. And you were the person who was 
10 going to take over the keys from her? 
11 A. Well, Phyllis was busy in report 
12 and I was the only other RN on the floor. 
13 Q. Yes. 
A. S50, 1 .would be the most Logical 
zs one to do the narcotic count. 
= oF All right. So, the two of you wen 
16 off to the medications room. 
17 iN Yes. 
18 o7 And did the narcotic count. 
19 A. fiat “e raqgnt. 
20 Q. And then you took the medication 
and cupboard keys, I take it 
" a That's right. 
= . Did you then go back to 418? 
23 A. Yes. 
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Q. And begin care of Justin Cook? 
A. Thatss fight. 
oO. What was his condition when you 


arrived in 418 having now taken over from Mrs. Scott? 


A. I think he was resting comfortabl 

QO. Did you take vital signs at that 
point? 

A. yes, Ji “did. 

oO: Had vital signs been taken at 


7:00 by Mrs. Scott? The flow sheets are at page 65 
of the chart. Page 65 shows vital signs, it shows 
Sign Off av Js00Rby Mrs. Score. 

De Right. I don't see any apex, 
RO< 

Q. And then the first set of vital 
signs on the next page are at 8:00 I believe, 
are they not? 

As Right. 

Or So, it doesn't appear that you 
took vital signs as soon as you arrived on the floor. 

A. Well, I would have been in report 
until about 7:30. 

oe Yes. 

a And then I would have done the 


narcotic count. So, I mean, we would have been in th 
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quarter to to quarter after. 


So, it was getting to the time 


for the 8:00 vital sign by the time you really took 


over the child. 
A. 
Q. 
taped to the end 
A 
Q. 
what you saw? 
A. 
taped to the end 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
them? 
Fis 


themselves and I 


of 


Right. 

Right. Was there indeed Inderal 
the bed: as Mrs. Mandal had said? 
That's my recollection,. yes. 


What is your recollection of 


I believe there were two syringes 
the bed. 

Were they filled with material? 
Yes, 


they were. 


Was there anything taped with 


There were labels on the syringes 


believe the two empty vials were 


taped to the bed as well. 


Q. 


Now, you were on constant care 


and therefore you were stuck in that room unless 


there was someone to look after that baby for you. 


A. 
Q. 


the room? 


Right. 


Well, how long did you stay in 


When did you first leave the room that 
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evening? 
A. I believe it was somewhere around 
Ler 
O- Well, prior to 11:00 there had 


been some rather unusual happenings on the floor had 
there not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The evening doses of digoxin had 
been delayed, do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It didn't affect you because your 
child wasn't on digoxin. 

A. Right. 

OR And therefore you didn't have 
a 9:00 dose to administer anyway. 

AG That's right. 

ee And since you were on constant care 
I take it you weren't responsible for administering 
medications to any Other children. 

A. Met So ri1gnt. 

Q. But you were aware that there 
was a delay in administering the 9:00 digoxin doses. 

A. Yes. I wasn't told that first hand. 

OO. Yes. But you heard that on the 


floor? Someone must have mentioned it to you, I take lit. 


" 


= 


oa 5 oe + etteis 
a i a : 
7 - 7 
aia 
ae Hamre: MOE Swed 


SI36r. 3082 


16 

5 Bs 

Pa) 

. 1 (Ssynied need 
om pe +esy 


7 


ib 
bgt wer Sac bh 


oY. geoh fier 


-0 


: Weaew voy +i 


fe? YS oo eto1- a5 
; 


hee 


eed 


a : ad 


-) 

bts ai HL yahot 
wy. oh 
b a inl 


sHlopn oz 


q 


co _ 7 
, .* yi 
a 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Nelles 8286 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ex y (Lamek ) 


2 A. Yes. 


3 Q. You regard that as very unusual? 
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ae I think I was led to believe 
that they had taken the digoxin elixir from the 


floor and were checking the concentration of it. 


Q. Do you remember who told you 
that? 

a I believe it must have been 
Mrs. Trayner. 

Q. And then subsequently the 


word came that you were permitted to give the 
evening doses of digoxin. Do you recall that 
happening? 

A. I knew they were told to go 
ahead, yes. 

Q. You say you first left Room 
418 at about eleven o'clock? 

A. Sometime in that area, yes. 

Q. How did it come about that 
you left the room at that time? 

A. Mrs. Trayner relieved me for 
a break. 

Q. ° When Mrs. Trayner relieved 
you for a break, had you learned by that time that 
there had been instructions to lock up the digoxin 
on the ward? 


As I don't remember if I heard 
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that before but, at the time that I was leaving for 
my break and was giving Mrs. Trayner the keys, she 
said, "Would you please lock up the digoxin." 

Q. You had had the medication 
cupboard keys throughout the first part of the shift? 

A. iia Ss ecrgires 

6) Is that unusual, to have 
a nurse on constant care nursing holding the medicatio 
keys? 

A. It is not unusual in light 
of the fact that I had done the narcotics count and, 
obviously, no one had had the need to give a 
naLcoric. 

oe Why were you giving the 


keys to Mrs. Trayner when you went off on your 


break? 

ip Because I had left the floor 
for a minute. 

#95 Where did you go? 

A. I went downstairs. 

o, “On Teavinge tis “Leer? 2<- is 


necessary, I take it, to leave the medication keys? 
THE COMMISSIONER: I am lost. These 
are the narcotics keys? 


THE WITNESS: Right. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: I thought you 
said Phyllis Trayner asked you to lock up the digoxin? 
THE WITNESS: She did. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Why did you give 
her they keys then? I'm missing something here. 
MR. LAMEK: I think what Miss 
Nelles said, sir, was that she was giving Mrs. 
Trayner the keys and Mrs. Trayner asked Miss Nelles 


to lock up the digoxin. 


Q. I gather you did that and 
then) =- 

A. Then I came back and gave her 
the keys. 

@. So, we will come to that. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right. You 
went and did lock up the digoxin. 

You do it whatever way you want, 
but at what point -- 

MR. LAMEK: We will get there, I 
promise you. 

THE .COMMISSIONER: At what point did 
you leave the floor? 

THE WITNESS: I went to give Mrs. 
Trayner the keys and she said, "Before you go, will 


you please lock up the digoxin", so I went to the 


~~ > 


= 


an 


e- 


= 
3 


4 , 
i imew ale ybise aei: 4 


Oe i ee 
7 


eae est quydool + 
7 >. 


de 


Hifi 


* 7 4 
7 
‘Seeott.ais aves uoY 


Pe 


ayo afls i iv) 2 @ 
at aoc . Bally boy 


DD4 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 8290 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Nelles 
ex. (Lamek) 


narcotics cupboard and I locked up the digoxin and 
I went back to the room and gave Mrs. Trayner the 
keys and left. 


MR. LAMEK: Q. And then went off 


the floor? 

ie Right. 

Q. Shortly after eleven, you 
think? 

A. Somewhere around there. 

2% Now, let us go over that a 


little more slowly. 

Mrs. Trayner came to relieve you 
for a break. 

A. Right. 

Q. And you intended to go off 
the floor. As I understand, you were going downstairs 
for something, a newspaper or something of that sort? 

A. Right. 

Q). And you could not go off the 
floor and take the keys with you? 

A. ° Even when you go on break, 
even though you are usually around the nurses' station, 
it is probably better practice to give the keys to 
the person who is on the floor. 


oe So, you were going to give the 


od Gite aseze9 e714 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


25 


1 
pps 2 

3 Ae 
4 7s 
5 Ws 

os 
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to lock up the digoxin. 

7 

A. 
8 

ee 
9 
10 digoxin? 
11 A. 
12 Se 

digoxin? 

13 Z 

A. 
14 

Os 
15 Ae 
16 
17 and the tablets. 
18 op 
19 and the tablets? 

AG 
20 

Q- 
at 
22 A. 
Zo QO. 
24 
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keys to Mrs. Trayner when you went off on break -- 
Right. 


-- at about eleven o'clock? 


Somewhere around there, yes. 


And she said to you, we have 


Wis) you go and lock 2b up; 
Right. 


So, you kept the keys and 


you went to the medication room and locked up the 


Right. 


Did you lock up all the 


NO, 1 dad not. 
What did you lock up? 


It is my recollection I was 


only told to lock up the parenteral direct digoxin 


All right, the IV preparation 


Right. 


You understood that you were 


not required to lock up the oral elixir? 


Right. 


Do you think that is strange , 
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that one variety should not be locked up and the 
other should be? 

De I guess that I felt that they 
had checked the bottle of elixir that we had on the 
floor and I did not thinkiit.strange at the time, no. 

i Did you think it strange 


that the other varieties of digoxin were being locked 


up? 

1 Ba, ded Gano. 

Q. That had never happened before, 
had) it? 

A. No, but there seemed to be 


some concern as to the strengths, again, of the 
digoxin and I knew that they had counted the numbers 
that we had. 

0. Was that your understanding 
at least for the reason of locking up the parenteral 
and tablet digoxin? 

A. So that they could keep a 
better eye on how much was being used. 

©. « ou did.net ate that: stage 
even think of the possibility that, in some way, 
this might have something to do with the information 
you had received on Wednesday night from Mrs. 


Rado jewski? 
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i! 
pp7 2 A. Neo yed -did not, 
mS Q. Although it did appear that 
4 digoxin had been involved in some way with the death 
5 of Kevin Pacsai? 
A. Right. 
6 
Q. But that connection did not 
7 
occur to vou 
8 A. I did not connect them, no. 
: om So, you locked up the IV 
10 preparation and the tablets , and was there elixir 
11 left out on the counter? 
12 A. I would imagine so, yes. 
B oe What did you do then? You 
returned to 418 and gave the keys to Mrs. Trayner? 
14 
Ly Right. 
s Qe And you went off on your 
16 break? 
17 A. Right. 
18 aes You went off the floor? 
A. Yes. 
19 aia! 

Q. ° How long were you off the 

20 
floor? 
21 ; 

A. Only for five minutes or so. 
os Q. You were back on the fourth 
23 floor. Where did you go for the balance of your 
24 
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break? 

A. To the back of the nurses' 
station 

OF Do you recall how long you 
were there? 

nh I really don't remember. 

GC. You told me yesterday that 


sometimes it happens on constant care that the breaks 
you take tend to be a little longer than when you are 
not on constant care. 

At Right. 

OO; Do you recall if that was 
the situation on the night of March 21lst/March 22nd? 

A. I recall that I was not 
relieved for a break until after eleven o'clock. 
Usually, your first break occurred before that time, 
so perhaps it was longer than it might have been. 

Q. Perhaps 30 or 40 minutes, 
something of that order? 

A. Right. 

Q. Do you recall whether there 
was anyone else out at the nursing station when you 
were on that break? 

A. I remember other people being 


there but I don't remember who it was or what times 
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1 
ppg 2 they were there or anything. 
3 8 yA You cannot put names and 
4 faces to the people who were there. 
5 At the end of your break, what 
‘ did you do? 
Ps I went back to 418. 
’ OF Did Mrs. Trayner stay with 
: you for a while or did she then leave? 
9 A. I think she left. 
10 Oe Did she at that time give 
11 the keys back to you? 
12 Ao No, she did not. 
re oe Did you ever again in the 
course of that shift have control of the keys to 
‘ the medication cupboard? 
1s A. No, 2°dia noc. 
16 Qs You probably are aware of 
17 this, Miss Nelles, in any event, I tell you - and, 
18 Mr. Commissioner, the reference is in, first, Volume 
19 103 of our transcript, pages 3397 to 3398 and 3400 
and, again, in Volume 105, pages 3946 to 3947 - Lynn 
s Johnstone has given evidence here that, in the course 
- of her rounds at 12:30, she saw the oral elixir 
= digoxin out on the counter and asked why it had not 
23 been locked up. Mrs. Trayner said you had the keys 
24 
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and that Mrs. Trayner obtained the keys from you 
at that time; that is to say, approximately 12:30 to 
one o'clock. 

I take it, from what you have told 
me today, your recollection is rather different as 
to the time the keys were given to Mrs. Trayner? 

A. Thatugsrignt. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe I'm wrong, 
but did not Johnstone say that she saw her deliver 
the keys? 

MR. LAMEK: That is what I had 
understood, sir. Let us have a look at the particular 
language. First, in Volume 103, page 3397, is the 
explanation given by Mrs. Trayner to Miss Johnstone 
according to Miss Johnstone. She said, "I noticed" - 
this was at the time of her 12:30 and one o'clock 
rounds: 

"I noticed. that the digoxinselixiz 

was sitting on the counter in the 

medication room." 

"O.: And not locked - not in the 

cupboard?" 

a. And not locked in the cupboard 

no, and I asked Mrs. Trayner about 


it and asked her why it wasn't 
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Said Mrs. 


volume: 


ex. (Lamek) 


locked up and had she not been 

told, and she said, yes, they had 
been told but she didn't have the 
keys. Susan Nelles had them and 
that is why she hadn't locked it up." 
7OR Did you ask her why she 

could not have obtained the keys 
from Susan Nelles?" 

DAs Yes, 2. ‘did; but-1" didn't 


get a reasonable answer." 


Johnstone. 


Then, at page 3400 of that same 


"Let us go on just for a moment 
with the question of the digoxin whic 
had not been locked up. Did you 
regard the explanation given to you 
by Nurse Trayner as a satisfactory 
explanation for the dig. not being 
locked up at 12:30 in the morning?" 
"A.° No, I didn't. I said there 
was no reason why she couldn't get 
the keys; we will get them as we 

go around seeing the rest of the 


children." 
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1 
Db1l2 2 "Q. And did you do so?" 
3 Aye Yess" 
4 Which appears to suggest that Miss Johnstone's 
5 evidence was that she saw Mrs. Trayner get the keys 
‘ or they were picked up in her presence. 
Again, at Volume 105, in redirect 
; examination, you may remember, sir, that Mrs. 
’ Trayner's evidence from the preliminary had been put 
9 to Miss Johnstone by, I think, Miss Cecchetto, and 
10 there was a distinction between those two pieces of 
11 evidence. Fairly, I think Mrs. Trayner's was more 
12 consistent with Miss Nelles' evidence than with 
" Miss Johnstone's. 
BO And she read to you the 
~ passages from Nurse Trayner's 
15 evidence, and that takes us to 
16 page 3706 of our transcript. And 
17| it was pointed out to you that, 
18 of course, there was an inconsistenc 
19 and a contradiction between what 
a Nurse Trayner had said at the 
preliminary inquiry and what you 
= had said here in the course of your 
evidence." 
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ae And one aspect of that 
contradiction was that you had 
given it as your evidence here that 
not only did Nurse Trayner say to 
you, when you enquired about the 
digoxin not being locked up, Nurse 
Nelles has the keys, but you also 
said that, in your presence, she 
had then obtained the keys from 
Nurse Nelles in Room 418." 
eb. ie That. 2s riguc.” 
a. Whereas it would appear from 
Nurse Trayner's evidence at the 
preliminary inquiry she had received 
the keys from Nurse Nelles some time 
prior to mzanidqnt,- 
“as ves ,* 
So, we have fairly, I think, Mrs. 
Trayner and Miss Nelles saying that the keys were 
handed over before midnight, which is essentially 
what I understand Miss Nelles to be saying today, 
and Miss Johnstone's evidence is that she saw them 
handed over about 12:30. 
Q. I guess you can't help us 


to rectify that difference, can you, Miss Nelles? 
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As No. I gave you my answer 
to the best of my recollection. 

Q. Your recollection is clear 
so far as you are concerned as to the time when you 
gave the keys to Mrs. Trayner? 

A. I know I definitely gave her 
the keys because I was leaving the floor. 

Os And you did not receive them 
back from her subsequently? 

rs Teaon, recall that.1 did, 
no. 

MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, it 
is fourteen minutes past three. Would it be an 
appropriate time to take a break? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. We will 
take 20 minutes, 
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---Upon resuming. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 

MR. LAMEK: Thank you, sir. 

GO. Miss Nelles, I think we got you 
back from your first break on the Saturday night. 

Pix Right. 

Q. From the time you returned from 
your break, and I think you said at that point Mrs. 
Trayner left the room, did you then remain with Justi 


Cook in Room 418 for a period of time? 


As Yes, did. 
Q. For how long? 
CrylMis 
A; Until fly relieved me for 


my next break. 

ee What time was that? 

Bio I believe it was around 2:30, 
some time around 2:15 to 2:30. 

. And the period between your retur 
from your first break and your being relieved for 
your second break, do you recall anybody coming into 
Room 418? We know that Janet Brownless and Mrs. 
Christie had patients in that room, were they in the 
room at all in that time? 

A. I can't remember exactly, but I 


think they were, yes. 
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Os Do you recall anyone other than 


Miss Brownless and Mrs. Christie being in Room 418 in 
that period between your two breaks? 

A. I remember Bertha Bell coming in 
for a certain length of time. 

QO. Have you any idea approximately 
when she came in? 

A. I can't remember. 

oO. Did she appear to come for a 
particular purpose, or was she merely visiting, or 
what? 

A. I think she came to see me, and 
she came to see the condition of Justin Cook. 

Q. How long did she stay, to the 


best of your recollection? 


A. I think she came on more than one 
occasion. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And I think at one point she may 


have stayed a little longer, maybe 15 to 20 minutes. 

Q. ‘Other than the two RNA‘s who had 
patients in the room, and Mrs. Bell as you have told 
us, do you recall anyone else coming into Room 418 
in the period between your two breaks? 


A. I believe Dr. Jedeikin came into 
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2 the room. 

3| Qe Yes. 

a| A. He had been in at the beginning 

5 | of the shift, and I believe it was him that told me 
| that I was to disturb Justin Cook as little as 

5 | 

| possible. Then he returned again, he was out of the 
"| hospital for a period of time and he came back after, 
>| he returned to the hospital to make sure everything 
9 was all right before he went to bed. 

10! Oe And is it your recollection that 
| he came into the room in that period between your return 
12 from your first break and your departure for your 

4 second break? 

“i A. I believe so, yes, it may have 

+ been earlier but I am not sure. 

15) Q. You say he had told you to 

16 disturb Justin as little as possible. 

17 A. Right. 
18 Q. Did he give you any reason for 
19 that? 

A. It seemed that when - and this 

e is certainly typical of any child with heart disease, 
# that they tend to, when they get upset and what not 
2 they get blue. So he felt that Justin's blue spell 
23 at 6:00 had perhaps been when he had been upset, and 
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so if he was disturbed as little as possible then 
that would avoid him getting into difficulty. 

Q: We know that Justin Cook was 
going to surgery the following morning. 

A. Right. 

Q. Does that have any bearing upon 
the treatment, or care,that you provide to a child 


the night before he goes to surgery? 


A. Yes, it does. 

Q. What effect does that have? 

Av. Primarily in terms of feeding. 
Qi. In terms of? 

A. Feeding. 

Oe How does it effect feeding? 


A. The child was ordered nothing to 
drink after 4:00, and the last - I believe in 
Justin Cook's case he was not on formula that 
afternoon or evening anyway, but normally his iast 
feed would be just glucose and water. 

Oz Is that a standing order for 
patients who are going to surgery the following morning, 
no food or drink after 4:00 in the morning? 

AR Yes. Except that with the 
infants it is more dependent on the time of the 


surgery, but in this case where it is an emergency 
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1 
2 Surgery and they would be doing it first thing in 
3 the morning, yes, I think he was actually ordered 
4 NPO after four. 
5 Q. Were the parents in the room at 
6 all at any time prior to your going for your second 
break? 

7 

A. I think they were in before the 
8 first break. 
9 Q. Yes. At approximately what 
10} time? 
i1 A. I believe around 9:30 - 10:00, 
12 I can't be sure. 
13 Q. And both parents? 

A. The mother poked her head in the 
ce door one time around 8 or 8:30, and then she was 
As gone again, and both parents came back around 9:30 
16 or i0. 
17 0% For how long did they stay? 
18 A. I would say again about 15 or 
19 20 minutes, maybe. 

Q. Did either parent hold the child 
m at all, or was the child left in his crib? 
A. I asked them if they would like 
22 to hold him and they said, no. 
23 Q. Now when you got back from that 
24 
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1 

2 first break, how was the baby? 

3 | A. I believe he was sleeping. 

4 oO. Did he appear to be calm and 

5 settled and so on? 

y A. That is my recollection, yes. 

QO: And in the period between your 

‘ return from your first break and your departure for 

8 your second break, how was he? 

9 es He seemed to be stable. 

10 Q. Did he sleep throughout that 

11 period, or was he awake, or what happened? 

12| ee I seem to recall that he slept 

. for most of that period. 

- ©. And then at 2:30, you believe 

ed 2:15, 2:30 I think you said Mrs. Trayner came back to 

15} relieve you for your second break? 

16 Ae That's right. 

17 Oe How are you able to fix that 

18 time? 

19 A. Because when Phyllis came back 
into the room to relieve me Justin woke up, and it 

~ was decided that because he was awake at that stage 

a we would give him his last feeding rather than wake 

22 him again at 4:00. 

23 Q. The baby was on propranolol you 
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said? 
A. 


Q. 


with me, page 17 of 


Ave 


Q. 


Nelles 
ex. (Lamek) 


Yes. 


8307 


Would you turn to the med. sheet 


the chart. 


BY Og 


Page 17, there is also an 8 on 


the page but 17 is in the top right hand corner; 


do you have that? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


You appear to have signed for a 


dose of propranolol on the night of the 2lst at 


midnight. 
A. 


Q. 


of that administration of propranolol? 


DG 


Right. 


Can you tell me the circumstances 


It is my recollection that after 


I came back from my first break, I asked Phyllis 


to stay in the room a moment longer while I went out 


and prepared the propranolol. 


Q. 


Now, the prior order for the 


child had been 3 milligrams administered orally every 


8 hours? 
(-e 


Q. 


Right. 


On ther.afternoon of the 2lst, 


as I recall it, the order had been changed had it not 
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A. Thiet" s right. 

Q. To 4 milligrams every six hours. 
A; Right. 

Or Where did you find the propranolo 


to administer to the baby? 

A. This was what had been mentioned 
to me in report. 

Q. Yes. 

Be And I found a syringe with 3 
milligrams of propranolol in the fridge labeled by 
Sui, Score, 

0. Were you content to use that 
notwithstanding it had been drawn by another nurse? 

A. tT dige*t tike doing it, no, but 
I asked Mrs. Trayner if she thought it was all right 
and she said, yes. 

O That accounted for the 3 milli- 
grams; what did you do about the 4th milligram? 

A. I had been told by a physician 
in the past that in an emergency, if you were not 
able to have any oral propranolol available that it 
was acceptable to use the parenteral propanolol in 
the same manner. 

Q. I take it there was no further 


oral preparation of propranolol in the medication 
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1| 
2 room? 
3 A. That's right. Mrs. Scott had had 
4 to go to another ward in the hospital to find it, 
5 and I didn't really have time to be going all over 
6| the hospital looking for propranolol. 
| QO. So did you therefore, for the 
fourth milligram, ue additional one that you needed, 
. use the parenteral preparation? 
? A. That! Ssyraght. 
10 ©; Did you check with anyone first 
11 as to whether you should do that? 
12 AY Yess, 7 414¢0idi 
O4 With whom? 
13 
A. I asked Phyllis. 
-f Oe I'm sorry, you asked? 
is A. I asked Mrs. Trayner about it. 
16 Q. And did she say it was all right 
17 for you to do that? 
18 A. Yes, she did. 
19 | O- So you therefore had 4 milligrams 
96 of propranolol, 3 being the oral preparation which 
Mrs. Scott had labeled and left in the refrigerator 
a during the day? 
22 A. Right. 
23 oe Plus one milligram of the parente 
24 
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preparation? 

Ne Right. 

Oi. That is what you administered at 
midnight? 

Bex Thiet. o£ Lone. 

Q. Now if we turn to your nursing 


note at page 296 under the date March 22nd of 1981, 
and you had, the earlier part of the page recorded 
the happenings of the early part of the shift. 

A. Right. 

OO; The first sentence is: 

"Babe settled well after 2:30 feeding." 
Is that the feeding that a moment ago you told me 
you and Mrs. Trayner decided should be given at that 


time rather than wait until 4:00? 


A. That-dis Correct; 

8 Why would you not wait until 
4:00? 

A. Because as I say he was awake, 


and rather, as per what Dr. Jedeikin had said, we 
felt that rather than wake him again at 4:00 he was 
already awake at this time so we would give him his 
last feeding. 

i Who in fact gave him that 


feeding? 
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1 

2 A. Mrs... Trayner did. 

3 Oi Did she do it in your presence? 

4 re I got the feeding ready for her 

but she did not do it in my presence, no. 

: GO. Did you leave for your break? 

é A. Yeas; 2. did, 

7 Q. As you left for your break was sh 
8 about to begin feeding him,or had she begun,or what? 
9 Me I don't remember. As I say, I 

10 had prepared - I think I had warmed the bottle and 

it everything for her. 

Oe Is that a matter which also helpe 

5 you to £ix the) time of your break at about 2:307 

“ A. Yves. 

14 oF And so you went off for your 

15 break, where did you go for your break? 

16 A. Again to the back of the nursing 
17 station. 

ie C.. You didn't go off the floor that 

time? 
19 
A. I don't think so, no. 

” 8 How long were you out there? 

21 A My recollection is it was about 
22 45 minutes. 

23 Q. And you therefore left about 2:30 
24 
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and you were out until about 3:15. 
A. Somewhere around there, yes. 
O-. Was anyone else out back of the 


nursing station while you were out there? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Do you recall seeing anyone else? 


A. I think I remember seeing Bertha 
Bell. I remember seeing Lynn Johnstone and Janet | 
Brownless was there for a time. 

Q. Do you recall seeing Mrs. Christi 
anywhere outside Room 418 while you were on your brea 

A. I can't remember. 

o. As far as Mrs. Bell is concerned, 
do you have any recollection as to when you saw her, 
at the beginning of your break, the end of your 
break, or some time in between? 

,. I'm sorry, I don't remember. 

rs How about Mrs. Johnstone, do you 
have any recollection as to when you saw her? 

A. It seems to me it was more toward 
the end of my break, but I can't remember. 

Q. For what period of time do you 
remember Mrs. Johnstone being present while you 
were out on the break? 


A. As I say,the way I seem to 
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remember is that it was in the latter part of my 
break, again maybe the last 10 or 15 minutes. 
oR At the end of your break, which 


was probably around 3:15, did you go back to Room 


418? 
A. Yes, L‘did: 
Q. Who was there when you got there? 
A. I know that Mrs. Trayner was 


there, and I think that Janet Brownless was there, 
but I am not sure. 

6 & And you now,if you will, relieve 
Mrs. Trayner, she had been relieving you and you now 
took over again. 

A. Right. 

Q. Did she leave immediately or did 
she stay for a while, what happened? 

A. I don't recall. My recollection 
is that she left. 

QO. Can you turn with me tothe 
flow sheet in the chart, it is at page 66. At page 
66 there are recorded the vital signs from 8:00 in th 
evening through to 3:45 in the morning, and then 
4:56 the time the child is pronounced dead. I do not 
see vital signs at 3 a.m. 


A. That's right. 
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1 
2 a Is there some reason for Ht, 
3 there is 3:00 and then 3:45, is there some reason 
4 for no vital signs being recorded for 0300? 
5 A. I do not believe I was with the 
: child at that time, so I don't know. 
Oe Would you expect your relief 

: nurse to take vital signs if she were there and you 
. were not? 
9 A. Yes, in most circumstances, but 
10 she may have been aware again of what was suggested 
11 in terms of Justin Cook that he not be disturbed. 
12 For my - in performing my duties I felt that I wanted 
13 to know how he was doing,and that it really did not 

disturb him to put the stethoscope on his chest for 
s a short while and listen, but that was strictly for 
is my own sake, that was my way of being able to assess 
16 him. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
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(Lamek ) 
QO. All right. Someone else may 


have made a different judgment of that? 

A. That’ Ss. r1gnt . 

©. And decided to take no chance 
at disturbing him, as you are suggesting? 

Re Right. 

Q. All right. So, you are now 
back with Justin Cook and Mrs. Trayner leaves, is 


that right? 


A. Right. 

Q. And how is the baby at that 
stage? 

A. He's sleeping. 

o. All right. And appears to be 


perfectly comfortable? 


A. Seems fine, yes. 

Q. All right. And what did you 
do? 

As I asked Janet Brownless if I 


could help her in any way because she had three 
or four other babies in the room and Justin was 
asleep. So, I asked her if I could help her and she 
said yes that I could either feed or comfort the 
baby next to Justin Cook. 


Q. And did you do that? 
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A. Yes, 2 did. 
Cs Did you take the baby in your 
arms? 
+ ee Yes, LL aid. 
ons Were you sitting, what, between 


the beds or something of that sort? 

As I was sitting right next to 
Justin Cook's bed facing him and Janet Brownless 
handed me - did everything for me in terms of, she 
handed me the baby and I believe I fed him or her 
but I am not sure. 

Q. All right. And how long did 
you continue sitting beside Justin Cook's bed holding 
the other baby? 

A Until I noticed there was 
difficulty with Justin. 

0. All right. Now, we know from 
your note that that occurred at about 3:45? 

A. Right. 

+P Again page 29 of the chart: 

"Baby settled well after 2:30 feeding, 

rested comfortably until about 3:45". 
When you made the observation that his hands were 
more cyanosed? 


A. Right. 
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1 
2| oe There was sufficient available 
a light in the room for you to be able to detect the 
4 colour in the baby's hands? 
| A. That oe 220nCc. 
1 Q. And what did you do? 
| Ae I called out for Mrs. Trayner. 
7 +e Right. Did she come into the 
8 room? 
9| A. Yes, she did. 
10 Tr. Did anyone come with her? 
11 a Lynn Johnstone came with her 
and I believe Bertha Bell came shortly after, if 
not at the same time. 
2 Cy All right. Can you tell us 
14 what then happened? 
15 A. I asked them if they thought 
16 that Justin looked bluer and they said yes, so, we 
17 increased the oxygen and while we were sort of 
af standing there observing him he began to seize. 
| Q. And you then observed the 
iy matters that are noted in the balance of your nursing 
cad note on page 29? 
21) A. Right. I must say too that 
22) I still had the baby that I was feeding or comforting 
- Q. Yes. 
24 | 
25 | 
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Be And Janet Brownless came and 
took that child out of my arms. 
O.. All right. Now, when the 


seizuring started was a doctor summoned? 


A. L1@8'. 

QO. Who came? 

A. Dr. Kantak. 

Ge And what did he do? 

A. He observed the child and then 


I believe he went and phoned Dr. Jedeikin. 

Os Yes, and then what? 

A. I'm not sure of the exact 
order. I know that he gave one dose of propranolol 
and I think maybe he did that before he went and 
phoned Dr. Jedeikin but it could have been the other 
way around, I can't remember exactly. 

#4 Now, is that an IV administratio 


of the propranolol? 


A. Yes, it was. 

OC. Where did he get that drug? 

A. | I believe from the end of the 
bed. 

G. And then you think he may have 


gone and called Dr. Jedeikin. He came back and, what 


did you say, administered more propranolol? 
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(Lamek ) 
A. I think that when he spoke to 


Dr. Jedeikin, Dr. Jedeikin suggested to him that he 
administer - he observe the child and then if that 
first dose of propranolol wasn't working that to 
give him another dose and then consider using 
atropine and then morphine. 

oy All right. And Dr. Kantak did 


administer a second dose of propranolol? 


A. I believe he did, yes. 
0% Also intraveneously? 
7 rT think so, yee. 

2. Do you know where that 


medication came from? 
be Again, I think it was the end 
of the bed but I can't be sure because by then, by 


this time I am sure the cart had been brought into 


the room. 

aU Who brought the cart into the 
room? 

ie I think Bertha Bell. 

o. And the two doses of propranolol 


did not seem to help the baby? 
A. I thought initially it was and 
then it did not. 


O° All. right. 
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A. He still had an apex though. 

0, Yes. You record then about 


seven or eight lines from the end of your note: 
"The baby's apex then began to dip and 
was approximately 72." 
re Right. 
a "Atropine was given at this 
point with good effect." 
Who gave the atropine? 
A. Again, either - I am not sure 
if Dr. Jedeikin had arrived at this time, I don't 
think so, I think Dr. Kantak administered these 


drugs on the request of Dr. Jedeikin. 


ae All right. And you say "And 
then morphine". 

A. Right. 

oF "Dr. Jedeikin arrived and made 


arrangements for the baby to go to the 

£2, GR 

By this time, was there anyone else in 
the room. We've got.you and we've got Mrs. Trayner, 
Mrs. Bell, Lynn Johnstone and Dr. Kantak. Was there 
anyone else there? 

A. I don't really know. 


©; All right. Do you recall 
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whether Kathy Coulson arrived at some point? 

A. I remember her being there at 
some point, I don't remember when she arrived. 

QF All right. But arrangements 
were made to get Justin Cook to the ICU? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And events I guess overtook 
you and indeed there was an arrest at 4:20 was there 
not? 

A. Right. 

0. At that time the full team 
arrived, the Arrest Team, and resuscitation efforts 
ensued and was unsuccessful. Again, you were there 


throughout that resuscitation effort? 


Ae Yes, I was. 

@. And assisting in it? 

A. Yes. 

Os The baby is pronounced dead 


at 4:56 in the morning. 
Rs Right. 
an ‘ Do you recall that blood was 


drawn from the baby during the course of resuscitation? 


A. Yes? .£ edo. 
Q. Is that unusual? 
+e. NOP Wers noke 
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1 
a Oe Did you know for what purpose 
3 blood was -- 
4 THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, it is 
unusual or it is not? 
; THE WITNESS: No, it is not. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Fine. 
7 MR. LAMEK: Did you know for what 
8 purpose blood was being drawn at that stage? 
9 A. For blood gases. 
10 ys That was your understanding? 
i A. Yes. 
Q. And it is I take it not uncommon 

- for blood to be drawn for blood gases during 
resuscitation efforts? 
14 ie That's right. 
15 16 Pe All right. 60, the - fact’ that 
16 blood was being drawn then didn't cause any question 
17 or comment at all from you? 

| A. NGy 2h one Noe. 
18 | 

| ae All right. Are you also aware 
¥ that blood was drawn from the child after he had 
= been pronounced dead? 
21 es I believe so. I can't really 
22 remember that for sure. I recall that Dr. Jedeikin 
23 was instructed to take samples from the intravenous 
24 | 
25 | 
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bag and that I assisted him in doing that. 

oF Al] right. 

A. And he could have taken a sample 
from the baby but I really don't remember. 

Q. Had you ever seen blood drawn 
from a child after the child had been pronounced 
dead? 

A. No, 1 Had not. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, it is 
just that you said that Dr. Jedeikin had been 
instructed - by whom? 

THE WITNESS: By Dr. Fowler. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, Dr. Fowler was 
there at the time? 

THE WITNESS: No, he .was not, Dr. 
Jedeikin had called Dr. Fowler to tell him that the 
baby had died. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. And you understood 
from what Dr. Jedeikin then said that Dr. Fowler 


had said to him get samples from the IV? 


A. . That's right. 

Q. And you helped him to do that? 
A. Yes, I did. 

o.. But you do not recall now 


whether he drew blood from the child after the death? 
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1 
y A. I really can't remember for 
3 sure, no. 
Fi Oz All viaght<s:.Do,you reagall 
whether subsequently in that shift there was any 
; discussion among the nurses on the floor about blood 
having been drawn from the child following the 
7 pronouncement of death? 
8 As I don't remember that, no. 
9 ©. Okay. Did the parents arrive 
10 after the child had died? 
i A. Just the father and an uncle. 
| Os And what did you do? 
3 A. As I say, I first helped - 
vs after Dr. Jedeikin had spoken with Dr. Fowler I 
14 went with him into the room and helped him get all 
15 of the intravenous equipment out of the garbage and 
16 helped him take the samples that he required from 
17 | the IV solutions. 
Q. Yes. 
18 | 
A. And then I proceeded to prepare 
= the child for viewing by the parents. I believe it 
mai was at this time that Dr. Jedeikin came back and 
21 said that it was then that he said that I just want 
22 to say that I think this baby received excellent 
23 | nursing care. The father and the uncle then arrived 
24 
25 
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on the floor and at that time the father did not want 
to see his son and the uncle did. So, the uncle did 
go and see Justin and Dr. Jedeikin and I had talked 
to the father and the uncle and told them of what 
had transpired during the course of the night and 
then the father and the uncle left. 

he Okay. And did you take the 
baby down to the morgue? 

Ais Yes, I did. 

OF What was your reaction to the 
death of Justin Cook? 

MR. STRATHY: Just before we go on, 
Mr. Commissioner. Is my friend, or is the witness 
refreshing her memory and recollection from a 
Dur CHES s =. 

MR. LAMEK: No, I believe what Miss 
Nelles has in front of her is a copy of the chart, 
is Le note 

MR. STRATHY: I wasn't sure. Thank 
you very much. 

THE WITNESS: I am sorry. 

MR. LAMEK: That's all right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, I think you were 
invited to look at the chart, so, there is nothing 


wrong with that. 
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MR. LAMEK: Yes indeed. 

MR. SOPINKA: Nothing sinister. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. I think I had asked 
what was your reaction to the death of Justin Cook. 

A. I was very upset. 

Oy In light of what you knew of 
the child and his condition, in light of what you had 
observed in the early part of the shift were you at 
all surprised at his death? 

A. No, I wasn't. 

oO. Now, you subsequently learned 
of course that Justin Cook was found to have at the 
time of his death very high serum concentrations of 
digoxin? 

A. Right. 

OF I take it that came as a 


considerable surprise to you? 


A. ‘did not learn that until--- 

Q. The middle of the following 
week ? 

A. Trees £2Gnt. 

oe Yes. When you learned it was 


it a surprise to you? 


A. It certainly was. 
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oF Did you, during the course of 


the night of March 21lst/22nd administer any digoxin 
to Justin Cook? 

A. No.) I dad not. 

0. Or any medication other than 
the propranolol for which you signed at midnight? 

A. Noy 2 aton  t. 

i To your knowledge, did anybody 
else administer any medication of any kind to Justin 
Cook that night? 


A. No, they didn't, other than 


what Dr. Kantak gave. 

ae Yes, of course. And the arrest 
drugs and all that sort of thing, yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. One other matter about those 
events. On Monday evening there was a meeting at 
the house of Mrs. Radojewski, do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

O. And you told my friend Mr. 
Sopinka something of the discussion there as it 
related to the Pacsai child? 

A. Right. 

Q. Is there anything more that 


you can recall of the discussion on the Monday 
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evening as it related to Pacsai, a possible cause 

of Pacsai's death, the impending inquest and that 
subject matter? 

I Be NO, Other thanas I“say’ I 

think every one at that meeting was aware that there 
was the possibility or that it appeared that an 
inquest was going to take place into the death of 
Kevin Pacsai and the discussion took place between 
Mary Jean Halpenny and myself as to the administratio 
of his digoxin that Aiaat. 

OG. Was that the first opportunity 
that you had had to speak to Nurse Halpenny? 

A. That"s right. 

On Since learning of the problem 
of digoxin in Pacsai? 

A. We had not worked together 
Since that night. 

© i So, the first time you saw 
her was the Monday night at Mrs. Radojewski's house? 

pa RrEguc. 

O- ' And you took that opportunity to 
ask ner-if she remembered checking with you the 
dosage of drug for that baby? 

A. That's right. 
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(Lamek ) 
| 
2 so checked with you? 
3 A. Right. 
‘A Ox All right. Going back for the 
moment to the night Justin Cook died. During that 

; shift do you recall at any stage seeing the curtains 
; drawn around the baby's bed? 
7 A. Nowe eidolmot. 
8 Ds In particular, when you returned 
9 from your second break at about 3:15 in the morning, 
10 do you remember whether the curtains were drawn 
it around the bed at that time? 

A. I don't remember that they 
i2 

were, no. 
- Q. Would it be unusual to see 
14 curtains drawn around a child's bed? 
15 A. Yes, it would. «I certainly 
16 should, clarify ;that'.)! in anrintanteroomcuch esecthis 
17| where you have a number of, well, certainly one 
13. child that requires constant care and five other 
| children who are, oh, probably less than six months 

zi olds 
“ Q. Yes. 
21 Acs Then I would say that it would 
22 be unusual to have the curtains drawn around. I mean, 
23 they are there for a purpose. 
24 | 
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O. What is the purpose? 
A. More so with the older children 


in maintaining privacy for them. 

on Excuse me just a moment. A 
couple of general questions in retrospect if I may, 
Miss Nelles. The chart of the Category A and B 
deaths that we have been referring to throughout 
your evidence discloses by my count, and I ask you 
to trust me with this, that you were on duty on 
Ward 4A for 15 deaths on Ward 4A. There were more than 
15 deaths on that ward but you were on duty on the 
ward for 15 of them. 

A. Yes, 

Q. For 11 of them you were 
assigned to care for the patient on the night that 
he or she died and that I take it means that you 
had direct responsibility for that patient on the 
night of his or her deaths. For another three of 
the 15, that is to say Babies Gage, Warner and 
Gionas you were acting as team leader on the night 
the baby died. Mrs. Trayner was also there but 
those were the occasions we have already discussed. 
I take it on those nights you had an indirect 
responsibility for the child, you had responsibility 


for all of the children on those nights? 
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1 
‘ A. Right. 
3 o. Of the 15 deaths which occurred 
4 on the ward with you there, there was only one, 
5 Baby Thomas, where you you had no responsibility 
6 direct or indirect for the child. You were neither 
7 team leader nor assigned to the care of that child. 

Looking back over the sequence, did 
‘ it ever occur to you that so many of the deaths 
7 for which you were present were deaths which 
10 involved you either directly as your patient or 
11 indirectly as team leader? 
12 A. f-don"t recall really linking 
13 the deathsthat way. As I explained to you before, 
14 being the most senior person on the team, that when 
we had sick children that in all likelihood I would 

‘4 be the nurse assigned to that child and I remember - 
5 as I say I don't remember at the time of this 
17 linking them together and I certainly never made 
18 that observation before I was confronted with this 
19 sort of thing. 
20 QO. Having now had that coincidence 
1 drawn to your attention, does any explanation for 
a it occur to you? nw No. 

Q. You seem to have been 
= involved in responsibility of one kind or another 
24 
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1 
Z 
for so many of the children who died in your presence. 
3 A. Rigi . 
4 Or Let me ask you this by way of 
5 retrospective question. During the whole of the 
6 period from June 30, 1980 until March 22nd, 1981 
7 did you see or hear or observe anything, any event, 
any circumstances, any pattern that was in any way 
: suspicious or unusual or unexplained that may cast 
any light on the cause or causes of death of these 
10 children? Can you now recall anything which you 
11 now consider may have some bearing on the deaths of 
12 these children? 
13 MR. SOPINKA: With the greatest of 
14 respect, this has been a very fair examination but 
I don't think that is a very fair question. She 
has given a number of instances which may or may not be 
x considered suspicious. For my friend to ask that 
17 question over the period of time it happened is 
18 really not going to be of great assistance to you. 
19 I suppose he could ask if there is anything else 
20 that might help determining what the cause of death 
a1 was. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder, 
a Mr. Lamek, if you asked if she saw any physical 
Pe act, because that would help us and would not offend 
24 
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1 
o 
any evidentiary principle. 
3 
MR. LAMEK: ALI TTant 
4 
THE WITNESS: t*can’ t*recall anything, 
5 I think the only thing that I have already said and 
6 that I have thought about a lot is the Pacsai death, 
7 and that there were very significant changes in that 
8 child from the period that I last saw him and the 
9 period after I returned from the arrest of 
Manojlovich. 
10 
MR. LAMEK: Q. Recognizing the 
i limitation upon your qualifications as you very 
12 properly pointed out to us in the course of your 
13 evidence, Miss Nelles, is it now your judgment that 
14 those changes were sufficiently drastic to suggest 
15 the possibility of some intervention in that child's 
course? 
16 
A. That has entered my mind, yes. 
i 
MR. LAMEK: Miss Nelles, thank you 
As very much. Those are all my questions. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Now, Mr. Strathy, 
20 what is your wish? 
21 MR. STRATHY: In view of the hour, 
22 Mr. Commissioner, I think I would prefer to start in 
the morning. 
23 
THE COMMISSIONER: I'm going to do 
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whatever you want but if you ask my preference I 
would prefer that you started. Can you not get 
through some relatively - I am sure all your 
questions will be harmless - but some relatively 
harmless questions so we can at least get those 
out of the way. 

MR. SOPINKA: I was going to suggest 
that he just ask the questions so we know what is 
coming and we will answer them in the morning. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, 
have you given any thought to whether we are going 
to be sitting Friday or otherwise? 

THE COMMISSIONER: I have given 
some thought to it but I have not reached a decision. 
I think probably not. I was very much worried about 
the accommodation problem but a lot of that has 
been solved. I think we are going to have another 
room for the overflow and I think the overflow is 
reducing. So I am not as worried as I was before. 
The only thing is, if we were very close to finishing 
with Miss Nelles and just a couple of hours on 
Friday would do it, I think we should ery. You 
are not in trouble on Friday are you? 

MR. PERCIVAL: No, I _would just 


like to plan Friday if I can. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: I'm just worried 
about Mr.Sopinka now. 

MR. SOPINKA: No, I am committed. 
to this until Miss Nelles finishes her testimony but 
she would like to get back to work and if we are 
close to finishing it I would certainly like to urge 
you to sit’ on Friday.” ~so I°think’ it’ would be better 
if we did not make any hard and fast plans for 
Friday. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We can consider 
tomorrow. Today is Tuesday. We can consider what 
the situation is tomorrow. I will take some kind 
of a poll at the end of the break tonight, or we 
could do it now. Now long do you think you will be, 
Mr.) StEstcny,, ac ceewue.: 

MR. STRATHY: Under an hour, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Hunt? 

MR. HUNT: I think several hours. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Several hours. 
Mr. Percival? 

MR. PERCIVAL: The same, 

Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think that we 

will find ourselves probably then on Thursday night 


with quite a bit left. I may be wrong. 
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MR. SOPINKA: I may be able to 
shorten this. I was intending to save this until 
the end of the day, but I am going to be making a 
motion that the Attorney General and the Police 
have no status to cross-examine and, very simply 
put, the submission I made in the Court of Appeal 
was that if this Inquiry was an extension of a 
police investigation or a prosecution and it was 
unconstitutional, the respondents urgedthe Court of 
Appeal that it was not that. and in view of that 
I don't know what status the police have and the 
Attorney General has before this Inquiry. 

THE COMMISSIONER: If nothing else, 
the status of precedent. We have been going at this 
thing for something like 10 months and although I 
heard something about a letter written by somebody 
to some other person about that status, nobody else 
has mentioned it to me until this very moment. 

I concede that some of my former colleagues in the 
Court of Appeal may have heard something about it 
but nobody has told mé,and that is the status. I 
cannot at this stage, it would be impossible to say 
that they have no status. 

MR. SOPINKA: You have not heard 


of it from me because my client was not being 
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examined until now. I ordinarily do not argue 
other people's cases. This is in contrast to some 
other =— 

THE COMMISSIONER: I would have 
thought that if it applied to your client it applied 
to every witness. However -- 

MR. SOPINKA: In any event, I'm 
just giving notice that that is going to be my 
position. 

THE COMMISSIONER: ALL night. 

Can I give you notice that you have an uphill battle? 

MR. SOPINKA: I'm grateful for that 
but even without that notice I surmisedthat might 
be case. I do point out that even the Supreme 
Court of Canada is not bound by its own precedents 
so I urge you to look at the matter afresh. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I will think 
abouttit hard. overnight. All right. 

Now, Mr. Strathy, that has given 


you another 5 minutes grace. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. STRATHY: 


O% Miss Nelles, my name is 
Strathy. I represent Phyllis Trayner. 
As I have your evidence, as I under- 


stand your evidence, apart from the one medication 
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error involving Kristin Inwood you are not aware of 
any improper administration of digoxin or any other 
drug to any one of the 36 children that are under 
review by this Commission? Is that so? 

A. That LS.erue. 

Oe And do you include yourself 
in that observation as well as your colleages? 

A. Thats is, crane. 

615 And further in respect to 
what you have just said to Mr. Lamek at the end of 
his examination in chief, the only event that you 
can point to that gives you particular concern is 
the change in the condition of Pacsai after you 
went back to the child? 

A. Taat 1s. Light. 

Q. And no doubt in the course 
of the preparation, assisting your counsel at the 
preliminary hearing, in the course of assisting 
your counsel in the preparation for this Commission, 
in the course of reviewing this thing as I'm sure 
you must have done time and again in your head, you 
have searched for some memory or some event that 
would give you or your counsel help, and this is 
as far as you can take us. 


A. That: ie right. 
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2 
Oe Now, there is evidence 
: before the Commission, I'm sure you have read it 
+ in the newspapers or seen it in the news, about 
5 your relationship with Phyllis Trayner, my client. 
6 A. Right. 
7 QO. And as I have followed your 
8 evidence I have heard reference to only three 
F incidents which would suggest there was anything 
at all untoward or difficult in your relationship. 
" It was your evidence about the disagreement concerning 
11 the Baby Dawson arrest; there was the incident 
12 concerning Gage when you were concerned that Phyllis 
13 may have taken over from you in the course of the 
14 arrest and there was also the disagreement about 
15 the pacemaker for Hines. Am I correct in that? 
6 a. Those were my specific 
recollections but in approaching Mrs. Radojewski in 
. October I think it was an accumulation of things 
ie that had made me go and speak to Liz. 
19 O35 Would it be fair to say the 
20 things that developed were perhaps events that are 
21 bound to transpire in the close sort of relationship 
22 that you had with Phyllis as a team leader? In 
93 other words, let me put it to you this way. As I 
understand your evidence and let us take the time 
24 
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that you started with the team in June, let us say 
up until the end of December it was a fairly 
tumultous time for everyone. 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. TO be fair to you, your 
coming on to the team as a new member and to be 
fair to Phyllis she was relatively new as a team 
leader? 

A. Right. 

Oe You were working ina 
difficult atmosphere dealing with sick children. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And obviously some children 
died during that period, as we have seen. 

A. Right. 

0. Would it be fair to say that 
the type of problem that you had with Phyllis that 
you went to see Mrs. Radojewski about were the type 
of problems of working out your relationship 
together? 

A. ‘Yes, but I had not had the 
difficulties with other team leaders and I had 
worked with a few others. 

Q. Were they the sort of 


difficulties that had you and Phyllis at each 
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other's throats day in and day out? 

A. NOClat gry 

Os I take it that there were 
days then when you got along fine and days when 
there were incidents? 

A. raat ss sro’ . 

0; I think you mentioned that 
after discussing the matter with Phyllis you were 
able to work out a more peaceable collegial 
relationship. Is that fair? 

A. Things improved, yes. 

On Dealing with those three 
incidents that you mentioned in the course of your 
evidence, first of all the Dawson, as I understand 
that, the dispute was over whether you should call 
a 23 Oy 25. Ie hat eo, 

A. That is Bager. 

Q. And I gather that Dawson was 
really your second arrest situation certainly on 
the team. It was the second arrest that you had 
on the team? | 

A. I believe there was one other 


on 4B but actually on 4A, yes. 
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ae 2 Q. Now, at that time, what was your 
3 understanding of, and I stress at that time, what 
4 was your understanding of when one should call a 
5 23 and when one should call a 25? 
- A. It was my understanding that 
when a child was showing signs of difficulty that a 
f 23 was a code that was used to get the doctor as 
8 soon as possible. A Code 25 meant that the child's 
9 heart rate had ceased. 
10 Oe So it was your understanding 
11 that one would not call a Code 25, in other words, 
12 call for the arrest team until there had actually 
13 been a cessation of the heart rate? 
Bs} Thee Se eI one 
14 
QO. Is that still your understanding, 
13 that you would have to wait for cessation of the 
16 heart rate to call a 25? 
17 Fae Yas, 1+ jn) tn fact Sec i 
18 specifically asking, I believe it was Dr. Schaffer, 
19 if CPR was initiated; usually as I say, if a Code 
os 25 is called then cardiac massage, cardiac compressioms 
and the whole CPR regime is started. I recall asking 
as Doctor, I believe it was Dr. Schaffer, if there 
a could be consequences that could develop out of 
23 starting CPR, or particularly heart compressions 
24 
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1 
2 before the heart had stopped, and he said, yes, 
3 very serious ones. 
4 Q. Yes, that would be my understandi 
5 too, that while the heart is still going you would no 
6 Start external cardiac massage. 
A. Right. 
f Os But my question, and perhaps I 
4 am not phrasing it correctly, I understood a Code 
9 25,not necessarily to be starting the CPR but in effeadt 
10 calling for the arrest team, am I right on that? 
11 In other words, when you call a Code 25 you are 
12 really saying to the switchboard, get an arrest 
13 team down here. 
A. Well, someone does make that 
iS call, yes. But when you say call a 25, my understanding 
iS is that the baby has ceased, has a heart rate of 
16 zero. 
17 Co. Well, based on what you now. know 
18 wouldn't it be possible to callsa 25 toiget the 
19 arrest team there without actually starting CPR? 
20 A. No. I would call a 23 because if 
the baby had not ceased, if its heart rate had not 
. ceased, then I would call a 23 to get a physician 
-~ as soon as possible, and when I needed the arrest 
23 team, I mean arrest means that he had stopped, that 
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1 
2 a child has arrested. 
3 on So your feeling then with respect 
4 to Dawson was that you should not call the arrest 
5 team because the heart was still going? 
6 A. Tist "Ss: right. 

O' Phyllis' feeling at the time, I 
: take it, was that the arrest team should be called. 
3 as That is my understanding, yes. 
9 oO. Was she suggesting to you at the 
10 time or did she in fact start a CPR on that child? 
11 A. I don't remember. My recollection 
12 is that I wanted to call a 23 and she wanted to call 
B a 25, and that the events, the baby's condition 

warranted a stop of the discussion because she did 

a arrest. 
4 0. Before the arrest though you don' 
16 recall the starting of CPR. 
17 A. I don't remember. 
18 Q. And as you say events overtook, 
19 the baby's heart stopped and you called a 25. 
20 A. ‘Yes. 

0. Do you think it is possible that 
7 as between you and Phyllis at that time, that is the 
my time of the arrest, Phyllis was perhaps a little bit 
23 more uncertain what should be done and therefore she 
24 
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1 
2 WaS prepared to err on the side of caution and call 
2 the arrest team? 
4 A. Well so was I then. 
5 Q. Except you didn't want to call the 
: arrest team. 

A. I wanted to call a 23 because I 
j felt the baby had not arrested. 
O.. Do you think in terms of your 
9 dealing with Phyllis at that time, let us say in 
10 July and August, that she was perhaps a little less 
11 sure of herself than you were? 
12 A. No. 
13 (6 Now then, the Gage incident in 

September where you were team leading, if you 
ia will. As I understood your evidence it was simply a 
2 bit of a concern on your part that in terms of inter- 
16 personal feelings Phyllis should have been a little 
17 bit more sensitive to the fact that you were ostensiblly 
18 the team leader, is that fair? 
19 A. Yes. 
20 Q. So to be really fair it was no 
big deal, was it? 

ri A. I don't recall that that specific 
“2 incident was a particular big deal, but it did 
23 warrant in the end, I think it added to the fact the 
24 
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reasons for why I confronted Liz with the problem. 

Os Looking at it from her side of 
things, as team leader, it would be her responsibilit 
to in effect lead the nurses at an arrest, is that 
So? 

A. Right. 

Q. And there might be a good reason 
why she in September, after being team leader for onl 
a few months, would be reluctant to in effect step 
aside and let somebody else do it, looking at it from 
her point of view. 


A. Could be, yes. 
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(). Then dealing with the 
Hines baby. With respect to the pacemaker I was not 
clear on one aspect of your evidence. Do you recall 
that it was you who actually went to get the pace- 
maker? 

A. I don't remember. It could 
have been. 

6 If I were to suggest to you 
that it was you and that in fact what happened was 
that you went to get the pacemaker but you didn't 
bring back the wires or the attachments to it, would 
that refresh your memory at all? 

A. It is my recollection that 
it was the wrong pacemaker. There are, I forget 
exactly but I believe sequential pacemakers and I 
forget what the other ones are called, and I believe 
I brought the wrong one, or whoever did go and get 
it brought the wrong one. 

Qe Just looking at your 
memory of this, is it fair to say that it was probably 


you that went to get it? 


A. I can't remember who it was. 
Q. It may have been you? 

A. It may have been me, yes. 

Oe And once again I take it that 
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it was, whatever it was, a simple mistake that could 
arise, I suppose, partly due to uncertainty as to 
what the doctor wanted? 

A. That'S right. 

os And once again, no particular 
big deal in retrospect? 

A’ I *denr’e think 2t was, no. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I will release 
you, if you would like, at this point from any 
obligation ‘to°%carry “on?” 9 Lf ‘this*isn*t a’ good: time, 
go ahead. 

MR. STRATHY: Let me just ask one 
other area, Mr. Commissioner, if I may. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. STRATHY: Q. At the very 
beginning of your evidence, or close to the beginning 
of your evidence, Mr. Lamek put a question to you 
which I won't try and paraphrase but, in effect, he 
said to you, were there times when you were concerned 
over the deaths. I think you gave him two times, 
one was in August when you went on holidays and one 
was in March. 

BY Right. 

oF Looking back at all of this, 


do you recall July and early August and March as being 
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the two times that really stand out in your mind? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And would it be fair to 
say, looking back on your evidence, that you have 
reasonably good recall of the babies and the events 
in March and much less recall of the babies and the 
events in July and early August? 

A. Very much so, yes. 

Q. I don't suppose that is too 
hard for anyone to understand, back in early July 
and August you had no idea that anything like this 
would be happening. 

A. Right, and I think that the 
events in the middle of March, it was much more 
important for me to remember or to try and remember. 

Q. As we have seen, you made 
an effort then to write down or keep track of -- 

A. Very soon after, yes. 

Qe With the babies that you 
were dealing with and in charge of in July and early 
August, is there a particular reason why the events 
don't stand out in your mind or is it simply that, 
apart from the charts, there is little that you are 
likely to recall? 
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HH2.4 2 ago and I think the things that I recall were that 
3 we had a period where we had a number of very sick 
4 children. 
5 MR. STRATHY: Thank you. 
Maybe we could break at this 
stage. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Until 


ten o'clock tomorrow morning. 


9 --- whereupon the hearing was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
until Wednesday, the 4th day of April 1984, at 
10 10:00 a.m. 
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